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EDITORIAL
HAHNEMANN AND HOMOEOPATHS

The month of April is sacred to all homoeogpaths., All over the world
where Homoeopathy is practised. [0uh April is observed with gaiety and ponip
as the birthday of Dr. Samuel Huhnemann. founder of the great art and
science of Homoeopathy.

His ' outribution to medical history is unique. unparalleled. Bur unfor-
tunately he does nol reccive the same imporlance as is due to him. His
philosophy is so subtlc and ay metaphysical level, that many canne! com-
prchend the potentiality of his discovery. .

Hahnemann was born in the reformatory period of the listory of mcdi-
cine. Law of similars wiich was existing and there is cvidence of ity existence
in the literature before his time was totally embraced by him and put down as
law of crre, We find the relerences of this law in the literaiure of Kalidasa,
Ayurveda, and even in thc Greck medicine. But it goes without doubt tlat
the first practical use of this was made by Hahnemann.

His discovery of porentisation is again another fundamental contribution
lo the science of therapeutics. It may be that the learncd scientists of yester-
years have scolled at it, termed it even as a houx and myth. But we scc the
truth of ils eflicacy in daily practice. The present day scientific mind is curi-
ous, and wants to know the ‘how’ of it. But they must also realise that therc
exist many phenomena in the universe which cannot be explained with the
present day knowledge, But still they exist and we arc obliged to accept them.
1t is suid that the hormones circulating in thc body are al so low concentra-
lion Lhat they can be hardly assayed so o measure 1heir quantity, Nevertheless
these hormones do control the body funclions without our appreciation. We
have only to watch with awe, the great genius of the man whose foresight,
200 years ago to he of such a tremendous importance. Naturally he was Iar
ahead of the men of his times and, thercfore, he was persecuted. He had to
ficc Irom place o place, but his cause wuas so dear o him thal he never
gave up.

The whole concept oI Homoeopathy is based on the laws and doctrines
propounded hy him namely, the law of similar. minimum dose and single
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remedy, the doctrine of potentisation, drug proving, individualisation and
chronic miasms.

Nearly 200 years have passcd. We have not been-able to contradict these
in spite of tremendous changes that have taken placc in the field of science.

Hahnemann, during his life time, proved about 90 drugs and we find
their thoroughness even today. There is a possibility that the changing man
may exhibit a change if (bese are reproved once again. The twenticth century,
ealled the age of rapid scientific development, has seen an addition of only
a small number of provings as compared to the work done by our elders.

Homocopathy was born in Germany, nursed in France and Amcrica,
and finally found its roots in India. The reasons for popularity of Homoco-
pathy are said to be its cheapness and sweelness. It is an insult to Hahne-
mann’s spirit that snch should be an explanation. Homoeopathic philosophy
as so akin to Hindu philosophy that it found its natural countcrpart for its
acceplance and fourishmg. Today India is the largest single country which
has fostered it. But we do not find any appreciable efforts on our part to
strengthen its roots through education, rescarch or practice.

We slill follow the 100-ycar old patiern of teaching without giving any
cognizance to the development of the educational system as a whole. When an
attempt was made at the N.IH., Culcutla, people came «uly with severe
crilicism, even before a trial was given. Teachers did not shuw the will Lo
learn new methods, viewpoints and remained dogmatic with their own views.
Not that any new theory was being propounded, but only a new iuterpreta-
tion was altempted, which seemed more logical keeping in view the modern
scienlific (crminologics and knowledge.

When proving of new drugs was attempled at the educalional institutions
thc students did not show the necessary will. Drug proving is such a useful
method of lcarning that anyonc who underiakes it should be benefited in all
the facets of homoeopathic casc-taking and matcria medica. This cannot eome
by compulsion, but has to come from within of every homocopath.

Lel the annual celebration of this giant scientist be fruitful to the pra-
fcssion and (o the ailing humanity. Let us be true-to the science; let us be
more scrious in our efforts; let ws give something ncw to the science. Proving
of drugs should be the casiest method of our contrihution to the great scicnce.
Lct us start a movement this year to take up more provings by the various
organisations and institulions. Without contributing efforis on a large scale this
task will not be done. [ comphiment the HM.A.L. who have rightly thought
of launching this programme shortly. T request the other organisatious to
follow suit.

Long live the spirit of Hahnemann!

The views and opinions expressed hy the authors of articles published
in this journal are not necessarily those of the editor and publishers.




