IDENTIFICATION OF HQMOEOPATHIC
INORGANIC DRUGS BY T L C.._ ~

DR.GKMUNSHICa.lcutta IR
SUm{ARY Idenuﬁr.atwu of. some. potassmm sa.lls m 61; pot.ency was G.umd out, -
by TLC. -~ . T .
_ INTRODUCTION - Tt ' ST A

JInorganic drugs are oﬁiemﬂ' m homoeopathxc system of medlmnc In
absenice of any official standard or speclﬁcauon and-method- of 1deﬁt.1ﬁca.110n

of these drugs, statutory quality control is a: problem. 'Ithe prcscnt paper ’
describes a simple and rapid T.L.C. mcthod for sepamhon and 1dent1ﬁcatlon- '
_ of nineteen potassium salts in 6x potency. :

EXPERIMENTAL AND METHODS - .

Commercial samples of nineteen different potassium- prcparahon.s in 6x
trituration ‘and dilution were collected from various manufacturers in Cal-
cutta. 0.005% aqueous solutions of these samples of potassium salls and of
the preparations made in the laboratory from authentic stancla.rd drugs
according to H.P.U.S.! were prepared for comparison.

20 ml of each market and control samples of potassium 6x dilution

' was-concentrated to 1 ml; -similarly 1g of each market and control sampies
- of 6x trituration was dissolved in 20 ml of watcr filtered and then concen-

trated to 1 ml.

0.01 ml quantity of each of these solutions was applied separately on
silica gel G plate (250 mm thickness). The plate was run 10 cm from the
point of application with the solvent mixture n-butanol: acelic acid
{glacial}: pyridine (8:1:1). After development the plate was dred and
sprayed with 0.19% aleoholic solution ‘of Auoresccin. Finally the plate was
kept in a chamber containing iodine for 2 min. Rf values and colour of
spots after treatment with fluorescein and jodine are recorded in the Table. -

The present study indicates that the market samples of potassium salls -
- contain the conslituents that are identical to those of control samples. All

the triturations (both market and control samples) contain 2 spot at the
base line which was due to the presence of sugar of milk. It is interest-
ing to observe that some additional spots. are present in the market samples
which are.perhaps due to the decomposition of the chemicals and conse-
quent changes that usually happen in old stocks.

* Homocopathic Phunnacopocm of the U.S. Phﬂadclphla American Institute of
Hofifocopathy (1964).
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: : "' . TABI.E ' PN
a ; . T L 0 Tad et . -
: Potassium™ compound .~ REXI0O - ¥ Colour - -+ 7 Additional’ spots, -
. y - o ; - ,Rf & colour
. Kahacr.ucum R T [ D . R ) ';‘.
*. Kali afsegicosum - 407 P, - ) \
KAMi Wichromicum =~ 30 - TRip ' e '
‘Kali bromatum ~ 128 p® S
‘ Kali carbonjcum* ) " 32 p - -
. Kiali caustiocom =~ 20 bp 40 Ip
Kali chloricum®* 25 . p 60, BO 1y
a Kali chromicum : 35 o p
Kali cyanatum* 24, S, p
Kali ferro-cyanatum* 35 p
Kali iodutum 30 p
Kali muriatieum* .o 35 P 60 ly
Kali _mnitricum*’ 20 p .
Kali oxalicum® ~ &0 p RO Ip
Kali permanganicum 20 1p "
Kali phospboricum* 12 P
Kali piéricum* 22 P 30p
, Kali -sulphuricum* 50 p 85 1p
Kali tartaricum* 10 p

* trituraiion form p=pink, Ip=light pink,
bp=_bright pink, ly=Ilight yellow, -

Editorial comment : It is a welcome contribution. But what is required
is the quantitative estimation of these saIls that will help to establish
standards of preparations after 1027
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