LACHESIS AND ITS COMPARISONS IN
SEXUAL SPHERE
Dr. P. S. KrisuNAMURTHY, Hyderabad

“Sexual passion, often combined with jealousy, is intimately related on
the one hand to cruelly on the other to affected devoutness.”——Dr. H. Gross.

Hahnemann was the first to compare Belladonna and Rhus tox in the
field of comparative materia medica in Homoeopathy—such an artistic ap-
proach is new to the other therapeutic sciences, where matter rules the dosage
in crude form, in which modalities of a drug are totally unknown. So Homoeo-
pathy has a pew physiology, a new diagnosis, a new pathology and a new
and scientific pharmacology.’ Text books on the subjects by Gross, Farring-
ton, a paper on Calcarca and Causticum, by Boenninghausen are classics.

When the polychrest remedies developed into completle forms like differ-
ent personalities, the need for comparison and thorough individualisation, be-
came absolutely necessary to employ them successfully with artistry in treat-
ing the sick,

There are physicians who cling conveniently only {0 a couple of keynotes
for each remedy and Rademacher prescribers, who know only the organo-
trophism in the remedy like Chelidonium for liver diseases. For such casy
going and shortcut therapists, comparative materia medica is Greek. In their
blissful ignorance, they rcfuse to benefit from the vast advantages of such
fascinating and wonderful treatises.

This author is much benefited by many marvelious observations from
the study of comparative text books on maicria medica in diagnosing a disease
in the clinics long before the ‘functional disease” manifested into a structural
and clinical entity. For instance, it is mentioned that the drugs which produce
desire for heer and those which genernlly cause odourless flatus are al the
same time remedies for the liver (Phos., Sul., efc). The sleep position ‘arms
crossed over the head’ usually indicates the liver complaint (Nux v., Puls., Sul.
elc).?

The study of comparative materia medica is understanding the laws of
nature in the phrascology of Grauvogl. The dynamic and courageous Con-
stantine Hering produced the first trituration of Lachesis and first dilution
of alcohol on July 28, 1828.

He published the first batch of cases in 1835. In 1837, the snake poison
Lachesis was introduced in materia medica. He laid down a code of conduct
and methodology in undertaking a proving and compiling facts of provings
into the materia medica according to the Hahnemannian teachings.

The doctrine of alternate medicines, the doctrine of successive medicines
and the doctrine of drug relationship® are some of the fascinating and serious
studies on the subject of comparative materia medica.
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To treat a chronic disease successfully, a few medicines are needed to
a patient and their selection in the given case is not on @ priori but on the
Ieappearing symptoms or, more so, on the new symptoms as per the Hahne-
mannian teachings, (Qrgarion, sections 169-170; Chronic Diseases, page 171).
For cxample, afler a medicine ceases to improve a case the symploms re-
appearing especially, the new symptoms become the principal indications for
next selection and one cannot select a remedy without the knowledge of newly
manifested symploms in the patient. .

To compare Lachesis with other related and similar remedies is beyond
the scope of this author at this junclure. In the language of E. A. Farrington,
it is easy to differentiate where remedies diverge; but difficult to nicely dis-
criminate where similar remedies converge until their symptoms are almosl
identical and yet, just here, individualisation is most needed.

Farrington devoted threce chapters to the sludy of Lachesis and many
pages in his Comparative Materia Medica. Gross compared seven drupgs with
Lachesis and six remedies with it.

This author attempts comparisons in only one sphere, viz. Sexual, where
therc is a beautiful and lonely symptom, which can be highlighted into rare,
strange and p=culiar symptom in the drug-pathogencsis of Lachesis, namely
the idea of matriage scemed unendurable. This is onc of the many beautiful
poinfers in the Lachesis mental symploms and yet highly rewarding if it is
observed in Lhe patient. Lachesis, Pieric acid and Pulsatilla are the remedies
taken for comparison. It is not the intention of the author to go into the
details about the complete comparisens of the three remedics or thercughly
individualise them. Their relevant indications and related sexual symptoms
will be dealt with.

In a nymphomaniae. Lachesis is more indicated than Pulsatilla, but Pie-
rie acid is rarely indicaled. In the increascd sexual passion, Lhe trio is indi-
cated bul in an excessive way only Lachesis is indicated; when coupled wilh
violence Pulsalilla does not claim,

All the thrce are indiealed in strong erections but with violence aud
cxcess only Picric acid. For frequent erections Pulsatilla is the one. Pieric
acid is indicated where erections are present without sexual desire but in im-
potency it is not indicated whercas Lachesis and Pulsatilla have it. If they
are lroublesome and continued, Lachesis is not indicated, when painful and
in the condilions of chordee, Pulsatilla is the one with the moming aggrava-
tion. Jf the ereclions are incomplete Lachesis alone claims. Mental symptoms
from sexual excess are indicated only in Pulsatilla.

Lachesis, Picric acid and Pulsatilla are not indicated for aversion to coi-
tion, and where enjoyment is absent in both the sexes and in 1be diminished
sexual desire in the females. Those symptoms do pot contraindicate in the
selection of them if the other valuable symptoms agree.

When the sexual desire is increased in the female sex all of them are
indicaied but, if the desire ispinsatiable, Lachesis is the only remedy. When
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the desire is increased during menses or during pregnancy Lachesis and Pul-
salilla are there. When the sexual desire is violent in the female sex Lachesis
is the only one indicated. In menopausal syndrome Lachesis and Pulsatilla
vie equally but Lachesis competes more. In gencral in the ladies when there
is aggravation during coition and after none of the three remedies is indicated.

The subject of dreams in the profiles of Lachesis, Picric acid and Pul-
satilla is fascinating,

All are present in the amorous dreams, but in the pleasant dreams both
Lachesis and Pulsatilla are indicated. Dreams as if pregnant only Picric acid
claims. All the three are masturbators. But in onanism Picric acid slips off.
In the female sex for its disposition both Lachesis and Pulsatilla are present
bul more in the former.

Although none of the three is mentioned under the symptom of lascivi-
ous fancies they are present in the coadition of lasciviousness and lustfulness
in general Lachesis and Picric acid run equafly and Pulsatifla is less in the
intensity. In the lewdness, both Lachesis and Picric acid compete with each
other.

In the ailmenis from disappointed love and crotic delirium Lachesis
alone claims, The author is benefited by the Pulsatilla and Lachesis in cases
of homosexuality. Here the statements in the text religious aversion to the
opposite sex and love-sickness with one of her own sex are applied io the
nosological entity.

Nocturnal cmissions are nicely suited in the sexual symploms of Lachesis,
Picric acid and Pulsatilia but when present every night with copious discharze
Picric acid is 1he only choice, even though the seminal ¢missions are without
the dreams or on waking.

Where semiual emissions are difficult or too laie or when they are un-
conscious Lachesis is the only remedy with the wonderful keynote of seminal
emission ameliorales. When the seminal cmission is after the opanism Pul-
salilla is the choice remedy, but when they are frequent both Lachesis apd
Pulsatilla vie with each other but Pulsatilla is better indicated.

Undoubtedly claboration of the indications is more in comparalive mate-
ria medica, bul the treatment of the subject and the compilation are not
thorough by all means. An analytical repertorial profile on the above symp-
.toms, from Kent’s Repertory, is appended for quiek reference. Capsule case
histories and elaborate references are avoided for brevity. Those who are
interested can contact the author,

The treasure of polychrests in thc materia medica has grown so mueh,
both in extent and intensity, and this author is of the opinion thar the publica-
tion of the further provings of partially proved remedies and provings of new
ones, is the supreme need of the bour.

SOME REFLECTIONS ON LACHESIS ~
1. Tyler in her Drug Pictures on Lachesis gays, some physicians dread to
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open the case with Lachesis in 200 potency and start with either 30 or 1M
potency, because of its aggravation,

2. Dunham says, while giving Lachesis in malignant pustule, the remedy
should be accompanied with brandy.

3. It is mentioned that Lachesis antidotes Belladonna, whereas Teste
testifies that it can be alternated with Bell,, Agar., and Opium elc.

4. E. B. Nash says, while comparing Lachesis with Theridion, in vertigo
on closing the eyes aggravatlion, sensitive to noise is absent in Lachesis. This
author is of the opinion that it is a wrong statement because Lachesis can
hear the flies walk on walls and the clock striking upon the distant steeple.

5. It is the fashion of the day for women and Obstrelricians lo opt
hysterectomy. In view of it, in the majority of women the characteristic symp-
toms pertaining to uterus and climacleric period are badly distorted. It is here
the capacity of the astute prescriber is called for to apply the knowledge of
materia medica in such indications.

6. Hering says that the formula: right to left or left to right if it is a
true characterislic of the drug, ought to be the opposite with the patient.
Hering must have said this in view of the control of the cerebral hemisphere.
But Homoeopathy is concerned wilh the manifested similarity both in the
prover and in the palient.

APPENDIX

Repertorial Sexual Symptoms of Lachesis®

Idea of marriapgc seem uncndurable: Lach., picric acid, puls.
Religious, aversion to opposilc sex: Puis.
Nymphomania : Lach., Puls.

Sexual passion increased : Lach., pic. ac., Puls,
Scxual passion excessive: Luch. .

Sexual passion violeni: Lach., Pic. ac.
Erection strong: Lach., Pie. ac., puls.
Erections violent: Pic. ac.

Erections frequent: Puls.

Erections excessive: Pic. ac.

Erections without sexuval desire: Pic. ac.
Ercclions wanting: Lach., puls,

Ereclions roublesome: Pic. ac., Puls.
Erections painful: Puls.

Erections incomplete: Lach,

Ereclions continued: Pic. ae,, Puls.

Erections, morning: Puls,

® The rubrcs are from Xent's Repertory, 6th American edition.
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Aversion to coilion (M): Nil.

Enjoyment absent (M): Nil.

Aversion to coition (F): Nil.

Enjoyment absent (F}: Nil

Desire diminished (F): Nil.

Desire increased (F):; Lach., pic. ac. Puls.
Desire mrresistible (F): Lach.

Desire increased, menses, during (F}: Lach., Puls.
Desire violent (F}y: Lach.

Menopanse: Lach,, puls.

Coition-during, aggravation (G): Nil.
Coition after, aggravation (G): Nil.
Chordee: Puls.

Amorous dreams: Lach,, pic. ac., Puls.
Pleasant dreams: Lach., Puls.

Pregnanl, dreams: Pic. ac.

Onanism: Puls. (Lach. is indicaled though not listed here).

Masturbation: Lacb., pic. ac., puls.
Seminal emissions: Lach., pic. ac., puis.
Seminal emission every might: Pic. ac.
Seminal emission ameliorates: Lach,
Seminal emission without dreams: Pic. gc.
Seminal emission frequent: Lach., puls.
Seminal emission, onanism, after; Puls.
Seminal emission, unconscious: Lach.
Seminal emission, walking on: Pic. ac.
Seminal discharges copious: Pic. ac.
Seminal emissions difficult: Lach.

Seminal emissions too late: Lach.

Mental symploms, from sexual excess: Prls.
Lasciviousness, lustful: Lach, Pie, ac.,, Puls.
Lewdness: Lach., Pic. ac.

Love, ailments, from disappointed: Lach.
Love sick, with one of her own sex: Lach.
Fancies, lascivious: Nil.

Delirium, erratic: Lach,

Masturbation, disposition to (F}: Lach. Puls.

SUMMARY

1. Historical approach to comparative materia medica.

(F) denotes Female, (M) male & (G) geneml.

[September

(Continmeed on page 406)
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tion was given thus Xanthoxylum 200 1355

of any pain since August 1931. In conclusion I would ask my readers o
realise that correct case-taking includes the science and art of Homoeopathy.
Such practice is not an casy work but when acquired it discloses an ecasy
power for cure. It all comes to this, that it is just as easy and just as diffi-
cult to get Homoecopathy as it is lo get the cure.

et o T R

. The patient has not complained

—THE HAHNEMANNIAN GLEANINGS, Nov. 1933

LACHESIS AND ITS COMPARISONS IN SEXUAL SPHERE
{(Conrinued from page 380)

2. The futility of keynote prescribing and selecting the remedy on or-
ganotrophism like Rademacher.

3. The law of successive remedics, the law of alternate remedies and the
laws of drug relalionship.

4, The utility of Hahncmannian teaching in the aphorism 179-180 and
the application of some principles of chronic diseases for successful tackling
of a chronic case.

5. The comparison of Lachesis with Picric acid and Pulsaiilla on the
symptom of ‘the idea of marriage is unendurable’ with its sexually related
symploms,

6. Reflections.

7. Conclusions.

8. Appendix of repertorial profile from Kent on the relevant symptoms,

- menlioned in 5 above.
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