THE CONCEPTS OF TRUTH AND LAW IN
MEDICINE* :

DR, PIERRE SCHMIDT

“There is something harder and stronger than bronze or marble; it is a pre-
judice.”—Horace.

The search for truth is the supreme poal toward which scicnce struggles;
we pursuc truth and yet, when almost perceived, it Irighlens us. Deceiving
us lime and again, this phantom appears for an instant, and is gonc; we must
pursue it further and ever further without hope of overtaking it...... and he
who would join in this pursuit of {vuth must be absolutely independen!, he
mus{ resolve himself to an absolute sincerity.

“Il would seem almosi impossible to find at (he present time an un-
prejudiced observer. All men are prejudiced. Man is fixed in his politics,
fixed in his religion, fixed in his ideas of medicine; because of his prejudice
he cannot reason. You nced only talk to him a moment on tlesc subjects
and he will begin to tell you whal he thinks, he will give his opinion, as il
that had anything 10 do with it.”* An unprejudiced student is (he only truly
scientific observer. And it iy only o the extent to which we can really frec
ourselves from preconceived ideas, that seientific truth united with momi
truth, can procure joy* for us. These verilies entice us, and elude us: even
in the moment when the pursuing mortal believes himself to have altained
to her feel, truth is gonc. and he is condemned ever to follow after, nor may
he know repose.

SCIERCE

According 10 Boutroux, science is: “The hypothesis of a coustant rela-
tion belween phenomena and an indelinitely perfectible induction.” Science
no longer dreams of giving the intellect an image of externalities which per-
Liups do oot exist, it exposes relationships 1hat may be obviously verified by
expericnce. And this is sufficient to justify onr applying to science the adjec-
tive true. Scientific investigation consists in queestioning naiure in accordance
with the hypothesis of this constamt imterphenomenat refationship. The object
of the scicniific intellect is always the same; to create for the lhuman intelli-
sence as faithful and serviceable a represenlation of the conditions under
which phcnomena appear, as may be possible.

Formerly science prelended to be the absolute knowledge of the nature
of things. koowiedge which is cerlain and definitive, as opposed to belief
which is variable and individual, bul this concept of seicnce as absolute and

®From Preccedings of the Forly-Secenth Annucl Session of the Indernationnl Hahne-
mennian Asseciation, Pliladelphia, Jolv 1.3, 1926.
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illimitable has nol been maintained. At the moment, science holds that it is
based on experience and on experience only. Thus, by giving to man the
means whereby he may induce nature to repeat herself, it lays hold on reality.
It escapes from the everlasting and infinite variety of opinion, in this sense,
it is not only compelling on all intelligences, but all its acquisitions are defi-
nitive. But, on the other hand, these very asscts form a limitation of its ex-
tent and its philosophic value.

Boulroux defined the scientific spirit as cssentially “The jact considercd
as lhe source, the rule, the measure and the control of all knowledge.”

THE TACT

But a fact from the standpoint of science, is not merely a reality whieh
may be ascertained or verified. The investigator who proposes to establish a
fact, sels himself before this fact and observes it, as could any other indivi-
dual, cqually motivaied solely by a desire for a knowledge, In this sense. he
applies himself to discern, to watch, to reckon, to cxpress by means of syin-
bols, and if possible to measure this phenomenon. But the reflecting mind
wonders whether experience can furnish nothing more than mere fact, and
whether it would not be possible, solely under the guidance of this same ex-
perience, (o pass beyond the fact, as here defined, and attain to that which
we call law.

The real objecl of science is essentially to explain the (act through the
discovery of the laws which govern it

In beginning this study, in order 1o avoid the sophisms, the False ideas
and amhiguities which cling to words, it is neecssary to rigorously define the
terms employcd.

LAW

Law, (Latin: lex) is defined as the nccessary linkage by which pheno-
mena succeed one another, or more simply;

“A coustant relationship, invartable and necessary, uniting two pheno-
mena.”™

Regnault® defines it: “The regular sequel (or the idea therein) indefinite-
ly idenlical, of effects of the same cause.” According to Boutroux® it is the
coupling of phenomena, reluled among thcmselves, bur isolatcd from other
phenomena. To Monicsgieu, it is the neccssary relationship existing in the
nature of things.

In order to be of a scientific character, law must be based on observa-
lion and on experience, moreover, il must analyze the circumslances produc-
ing phenomena and resynthesize them wilh respecl lo their normal relation-
ships of similarity and succession.®

This idea of law is the directing concept of modern science. Ungques-
tionably, it is very old; even in the days of Greek science, investigalors such
as Archimedes, found laws analogous to those which our physicisls Formu-
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late. But it is only in our day that it has beeome the [undamenilal idea of
seience,

Thus, the [aw of fulling bodies is a conslant relationship, invariable and
necessary; during a given time, a falling body always traverses the same
distance.

Of course, such accuracy in the determination of law can not be the
objcet of all sciences. When biolopy for instance, investigates the behavior
of an organism under varialions of ifs environment, it does not pretend lo
measure these variations. Il is however no less truc that all sciences work
loward tbhe establishment of a definite law.

Science, thus, by general recognition, 1s characterized by its endeavor
io discover the constant, invariable and necessary relationships existing bei-
ween the facls of observation.

MEDICINE

Despite the present tendency to vonsider applicd medicine as a science,
it possesses neilher principle nor law in anything resembling therapeutic
medication.

In general definition, medicine 1s at one time both an art and a science:
a sClence in its scienlilic perception, 4n art in its application. Bul there are
times when all recegnition of the scientific chamcter is denied. In the last cdi-
{ion of the dictionary of medicine, Litlré defincs it as follows:

“An art and nol a science, for il secks a practical result and not a scienli-
fic truth. It rests on individual procedures and nel on principles of constant
formulations.”

This definition, however, can nol be considered as adequale today. In
reality, while surgery, anatomy and physiology are rapidly becoming medical
scicnces, therapy remains, #s cver an arl, pure and simple, in as much as mo
law has been formulaled in accordance with which the physician decrees hig
preseription,

Any one is capahle of understanding the science ol medicine, and mos
succeed in brilliantly passing their examinations. In spite of this, however,
many are incapable of applying and praetising that which one may still call
the medical arl, the ant of healing. To apprehend the mere science, applica-
tion and perseverance coupled with intelligence are neccssary, the art re-
guires morc.

1f the physician has not the love of his art and his prolession, uniled
with a sincere desire to heal, he cannot succeed, Bul theugh he may combine
all thesc qualities, lacking a law and principle of therapy, he lacks a com-
pass, he wanders aimlessly, dependent on authority, obliged to follow hidden
paths, to pay homage to the goddess called “Fashion™ who exists unforfunate-
ly cven in medieine.

Therapeutic treatises of past centuries hold for us teday nothing more
than historic infercst and amusement, for the interpretations and the hypo-
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theses built on the experiences of that period have been modified by a sue-

ceeding age. And to the extent to which theories change, therapeutic agents
change also.

At brst it seemed as thoueh theories lasted oniy a few moments, and
that ruins were piled upon ruins. On onc day they are born, ¢n the following
ibey are the mode, the third day they are classic, and the fourth day they are
obsolete. But, if one searches more profoundly, one sees that thosc which
die in this fashion arc theories, properly so-called, theories which pretend to
teach us the nature of things. However. they frequently hold within them-
sclves a something which survives: if one of them has shown us a tvue rcha-
tionship. the knowledge of that relationship is definitively acquired and one
finds it agaiu, disguised anew in the other theories which have successively
reigned n its place. This certainly should give us a litle courage!

Today, the traveler is struek by the realizalion of the exient to which
the great medical ceniers of different couniries lack unity of opinion concern-
ing the administration of remedies, as well as the choice and the dosage of
the latter, Here it is opotherapy. there vaccinotherapy, somewhere clse sero-
therapy which is being developed and tested. SLIl elsewhere a sceptlicism
bomm of past experiences and an examination of stalistics brings a relurn lo
the hypocratiecn method of cxpectation, or reinstates physiotherapy as the
only method of ireutment, “primum non nocere” becoming the order of the
day. Thus, according to Johns Hopkins University at Baliimore, onc of the
best American universitics, statistics show u [ower morlality wherever medica-
tion has been supplanted by rigid hygienc and dietetic measurcs. Mcanwhile
the laboralonies multiply; rescarches, of which nonmerous publications are
the Iruit, grow, but all aim rather at producing new remedies, than demon-
strating the danger of such medication habitually employed. No one sccks
through research lo synihesize a guiding law in the art of heafing. Has such
a definite law, such a compass on our uncharted sea, never cxisted in our
therapy?

A priori, one may wonder or conjeclurc—but that is not the atlitude of
the man of svience, To seck i1, that is his duty?

But this unhoped for law, the homoeopathic physicians think thcy pos-
sess—the homoeopathic docirine pretends to disctose. Should the fact that
this doctrine is considered by the best. European scientists as empirical, pre-
vent our lesting it by the critecion of experience and reason? A paucity of
parlisans of any given doctrine-does not a priori. weaken ils conclusions;
among its supporters there may be such as give proof of their ignoranee, theix
lack, nol merely of scicntifie spirit, but of professional prohity itself. Even
this is not a valid argsument against the theory. which is an entily in itself.
independent of individuals, Any doetrine, be it what it may, is always worthy
of attention and criticism, though this may be given merely from the view-
point of the Nistory of (he sciences. Finally, it there be rcality here, it is
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urgenly necessary to study this system with the most profound care, for it
would indicate the dawn of a new era in medicine.

The art of therapy would be transformed into a science! .

It is the resolution of precisely this problem, which has forced us to
undertake a voyage of discovery and study to this new world, Seven years of
investipation of the facts yielding these conclusions have led to the work
rresenled in this thesis, writien to fulfill the requirement for the doclorale of
medicine, and refused by the facullty of medicine of Geneva,
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—Jonrnal of the American Institute of Homeopathy, Sept. 1978

JAMES TYLER KENT ON POTENCY QUESTION
(Contd. from page [48)

(3) Secnsitivity to polencics varies in palicnts,

(4) If we have the right remedy or the similimum then go up in a serics.
What he means to say is the 30th, 200th, 10001h etc.,

(5) Best resulis are obtained by giving the same polency twice only.

A final tip he gives us is that, constitutions can be changed, and to do
lhis potencies from mother tincture to the highest 1o be given over a number
of vears. And he has done this.

1t is veL to be decided (bul how many people. nowadays. when every-
thing must be done al once and at full speed, are prepared o wait ong, two
or more years lo be cured of iheir chronic complaints.
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