-

- -graduate tralnmg in- Homueopathy for graduates in modern-
A medmme will: pro_mote the" catiseof . I;Iomoe()pathy or raise
the Standard of h_e Homceopath.lc Profession at large.,

- Aftof Homceopathy.: . .
In short my mchvldual oplmon is that a Homcegpathlc
'physician should and must be a well trained and full fledged -
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sophy;- Homoeopathlc Phannac0poe1a and Pharmacy.~ f
©" 8., ‘These may 'be ‘settled by -the comnuttee
102 . .We do- n,ot consider. thaj: the provision for post-

- ~*There® may bé a: post-graduabe;course ‘il Homceopathy
for mote mtenswe and deeper study- of the Ph,llosophy and

medical man first and then a Hommopath.

In conclusion I beg to draw your attention to- the fact
that the American Institute of Homeeopathy of tl_ae United
States of America is the first and foremost Homaeopathic

organisation of the world. At one tirtie the members of -
this Society pubhshed a definition’ of a- Homceopathlc .

. physician. Which is-as follows _

“A Homceopathic physzcwn is one who adds to his
general knowledge of medicine and other allied subjects a
special knowledge of Homeeopathic Therapeutics and .its
basic principles and .all that pertains to the great field of
Medical learning is his by tradition, inheritance and right.”

ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE

SusmITrED BY DR, B. K SAREAR, M.B.

anzpal The Dunham Homcec}pathzc Medical. College &
: Hospital, Calcutta.
ANSWERS

1. As there is no state law prohibiting quack practice
of any sort—any body can practise any system of medicine
he chooses to take up as a professmn But it is not desir-
able to have'such unecontrolled’ state of affairs in matters

- medical.

Homteopat}uc Matem Medica, HOmoeapathlc Philo~ -’ ’
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. We- clalm Hornoeopathy to be a sc:entxﬁc systgm of_
" medicine. Any body. professing Hoemceopathic practice

must have 1o undergo a systemati¢ couTse of fraining, both

_theoretical and practical’ ‘during the pre-cluucal and clitiical
‘ period of tedical study: i in any well-equipped institution and
Hospltal attached thereto, which are recogmsed as afﬁhated
institutions to a Faculty of Homneopathy ‘under the dxrect, :

contr01 of the Government

2. "The existing facilities for the teachmg of Hompeo—

_ pathy in"the province of West Bengal — . ’
(i) Three institutions with attached hosp:tals aﬂﬂlated

to the General Council ‘and State Faculty of Homoeopathm-

Medicine, West’ Bengal.
(i) The Dunham Homoeopathlc Medmal College &
Hospltal 63, Upper Circular Road, ,Qalcutta. :

.(i#i) The Calciitta HOmoeopathlc Medical Gollege &
Hospital, 265, Upper Circular' Road, Calcutta. "

(iv) Pratap & Hering Memorial Homeeopathic College :

& Hospltal 14|1, Narikeldanga North' Road, Calcutta.

These institutions abide by the curriculum of study,"

rules of admissions of students as framed by the Bengal
Homeeopathic State Faculty.
Several other institutions, not affiliated to the said

Faculty as they could not comply with the standard set up

by the said Faculty.

3. Yes.®

The General Council and State Faculty of Homoeo-
pathic Medicine, West Bengal-—Established 1943.

(The copies of the Regulations and Syllabus of the

Faculty are enclosed herewith).

4, (a) It is not possible to state the total number of
Homceopathic practitioners in”the province of West Bengal.
‘(b) (i) The. number of Homceopathic practitioners

' registered with the said Faculty is 6401 as will be noted

from the list of Registered- pract1t10ners pubhshed ‘by the
said Faculty
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Gi) ThJs mformatmn may be! supphéd by t.he Reglstrar _
' of the sdid Faculty.. :

oo ity At o:least ten tlmes the number of Regmtered

- Homiteopathic practitioners, - 'FhJS is presumeéd- from the

nu.mber :of ‘customers and ;sale of. Homuaopathlc medlcmes in
the léading pharmacies, e.g.,

: Hahnemann Publishing Co;, 165 Bowbazar Street.
l\lfessrs. M Bhattacharya & Co. o .
~Mes5rs: Ringer & Co. | N
* Messts. ng & Co. -

5. {a) The present method of tra.uung in Gcwernment

. recognised  Institutions (and not to speak of non—recogmsed

institutions) is nat satisfactory. The defects in the existing
courses of trammg in Govermnent recogmsed u1st1tut10ns
are:—

(%) Though the theoretlcal training in Homueopathlc

subjects dre fairly satisfactory, the practical -and clinical

“aspect of it are not satmfactory due to want of well-eqmpped :

Hospitals.

" (#) Both the theoretical and practical part of tram-
ing in allied and auxiliary subjects e.g. in Anatomy, Physio-
logy, Pathology, etc., are defective due to want of proper
equipments in the College departments,

(i14) The present four-year course of training is too

short for the purpose. A Homceopathic student has got
to learn his Homeeopathic Materia Medica, Homoe0path1c
Philosophy, etc, (which are themselves very vast and
compréhensive) in addition to all the subjects that are
taught in the instifutions of modern medicine. . He feels
very much cramped to receive so much training (both theo-
retical and practical) in such a short period. It is difficult
for the authorities of the institutions to complete the

- courseés of study in different subjects before the Final

Examination held by the Homceopathic State Faculty at
the end of four-year sessions.

(iv) The financial handicap which évery institution
labours under is the main cause of failure on the patt of
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the authonheg of the institutions’ to'. provxdd adequate
. facilities for {raining both in the collegés and: ‘hospitals.
Every’ institution (though publicly orgamsed) receives no
grants-in-afid from the ‘Government. - The’ ‘institutions
receive a very. negligible sum of money as. grants from the
Calentta Corporatlon .

To run a medical mstltutlon on proper llnes requires

a huge sum of money as capital grants and recu:nng grants;
and the financial- position of all these institutions. is. ,any-
thing but satlsfactory

(v) The small number of admission of- students every

year and their poor quality in merit—are a serlous handl- )

cap to the.institutions. . o _ _

As the HomtBOpathlc system of medlcme is not recog-
nised by the Government, thé future prospects of students
passing out from- these institutions ‘are very dubious. They

have to count upon general practice and to face keen com-’

petition with the qualified practitioners of . modern

medicine. So studenfs, who are desirous of taking up -

Homamopathy, as their profession and chief source of living,
do not feel encouraged to- divert their energy and incur
expenses to go through a four-year course in Homoeopathie
institutions.” The result is—we get a small number of
students and of them the majority are of.very poor merit
(while the number of lay Homaeo, practitioners is inereasing
by leaps and bounds). When they find that the facilities
for prosecuting higher studies are denied to them, they turn
to Homaeopathic institution. Inspite of our best efforts, we
can but turn out very poor Homoeopaths who cannot- eom-
mand respect in society or-establish themselves as efficient
physicians in their future professional life. . -

Suggestions for- 1mprov1ng and regulat:ng trammg in

Homesopathic institutions: —

(1) The Government should mlrnedlately recognise
the Homdeopathic system of medicine, provide adequate
[acilities for training by establishing model College and
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* Hospitals” and’ shou.ld confer rights ‘and prlwléges to the .
Homeopathic practitioners, similar t.o those en_]oyed by the
- practitioner$- -of modem med:cme. - :

Tl'us will mduce the- chantably dJsposed publlc to
unstnng their purse for the cause of Homneopathy, and
students of better merit and quahﬁcatlons wl.'ll be avaﬂ—
able for Homeeo. institutions.

(2) The course of study in the Hommcpath;c institu-

_ tions, should be extended to six years or at least five years:.
the pre-clinical period for three years and the cllmcal'

period for another three years.*

. 3 "The pre-tlinical course of study should include the
teaching of subjects like Logic (Deductive and Inductive),
Elements of Metaphysics and FElements of Psychology;
Physies, Chemistry and Biology (I.Sc. Standard), the curri-
culum of study to be so.modified and adapted for training
in the science and art of Homoeopathy.

(4) With regard %o teachings in .Anatomy, Physiology,
Pathology -and other auxiliary subjeets:—teaching should
be along broad outlines and need not go-into details and
discussions of various theories, ete. - This will serve not to
encumber a Homoegopathic student with a mass of know-
ledge which is not essential for the thorough grasp of the
principles and practice of Homceopathy.

" (5) The subjects of Medicine and Surgery  and
Ohbstetrics and -Gynecology, etc., should be taught from a

Homoeopathic point of view. The curmrent books on

Medicine and Surgery ete., are written by men of modern
medicine .and their view points regarding diseases and
drug-actions and method of case-taking for prescribing
remedies, are necessarily different from the Homweopathic
point of . view. To .obviate this difficulty the teachers
of those subjects should preferably be Homeeopathic
practitioners.

FaA

* After submission of these answers the writer has changed his opinion
and advocated for a graded course of teaching, which will be found
mentioned in the Editorial—B.K.S.
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(6) ‘Establishment of' well-équipped hospitals attached
ta the. teaching institutions. .These hdspitals must have in-
door wards for medical (including infectious cases, e.g.,
Cholera, Diphtheria, etc.), surglcal obstetric: and gynaco-

of ‘studying, the apphcatlon of Homceopat}uc system of

" medicine in all sorts of cases.

There should be an:angements for regular. publlcatlon'

of. statistical recotds of treatment of patients.

{(7) In every teachmg institution arrangements should
be made for carrying out provings of drugs (especially of
those drugs which. have been already fully proved) to
enable the students to get into the spirit of Homeeopathic’
way of studying drug-action on the healthy human beings.

(8) As thé d{reatment of chromc dlseases form an
essential and distinctive feature of Homceopathic practice;
special arrangements--are- to-be made in every hospital

(both in out-door and -in-doér department) -to that effect. .

(9} ‘There should be a post-graduate course in Homeeo- .
pathy for more intensivé study in" Homoeopathic Materia
Medica and Homoeopathlc Phllosophy

(10) Provisions should be made by the Govermnent
for a Central Research Instltute for elucidating many
points in Homceopathy, still obseure and controversial; and
for proving of new drugs or reprovmg of many drugs
partially: proved ete. .

.~ (11} As Homceopathy diffefs with regular medicine in
its mterpretatlon and app11cat1on of ‘several . fundamental_‘ .
principles of science; as it is these, dlﬁ'erences of interpreta-
tion and practlce growing out of them which give Homeeo-
pathv its 1nd1v1dua11ty-—-—the utmost importance of this
Homoeopathlc point ‘of view in matters medical should be
given in the eurriculum of study and adequate method of
pedagogy to be followed in teaching institutions to ‘infuse’.
the spirit of Hommopathy -in the educatlonal make—up of-
the. students. . :
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B (b) The nununum standard of general Educatlon
for admission of students to Homoeppatblc training institus

" tions should be the Matriculation standard of the Calcutta
University, The students should pass ‘the ‘Matriculation

Examination with Elementary Smence (Physlcs, Chermstry
and Biology), S .

() (& Yes, .. ' :
(it) The Intermediate Sc1enf;e Standard of the Calcutta
University,- :

(iil) The sub]ects .should be taught to the students-
after admission to the Homeeopathy eourse, _

(d) Yes.

(¢) Besides Hygiene and Public Health and Medical

' Jurisprudence, the following subjects are to be mcluded in

the curriculum:— .
Hommopathic Materla Medlca Homoeopathic Philo-
sophy, Homeeopathic Pharmacopcem and Pharmacy. -
() (i) Please refer. to the Syllabus of the above

"mentioned subjects as preseribed by the General Council

and State Faculty of Homeeopathic Medicine, West Bengal.

(#)-1 think the standard on the above mentioned
subjects and the number of minimum lectures in each of
those subjects as fixed by the Bengal Homceopathic State
Faculty—should be the minimum standard.

6. (a) The D. M. S. qualification conferred on students
by the Bengal Homceopathie State Faculty should be con-
sidered as the minimum standard of qua.hﬁcatlon for each
subject. )
After the estabiishment of Post-graduate course in
Homeeopathy by the Government or any Government-
sponsored controlling body “the teachers should -obtain
degrees or diplomas or any certiﬁcate conferred on them-
by the said ‘bhody.

(b)Y Please refer to my answer of Q 5(a)

-1, Yes by all means.

As a modern cnnhzed Govemment should observe rell-
glous neutrality. and -should not identify.themselves with .
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. any particular religion ie., it should allow full scope to the |

followers of particular creeds or relifgions and interfere only
when one sect infringes on the fuhdamental civic rights
and liberties of another-sect—it is high time that Govern- .
mert should- adopt similar attitude to different schools of
heahng art. Truth is no monopoly of any system of treat-
ment. Let the Government provide ways and means for
the fullest development of each school of medicine; and
comparative statistics of practical results would assess how
much truth is contained in:each system. Let the Govern-
ment pass laws that the physicians of different schools must
have proper training in fundamental subjects of medicine
before they start their professmnal career.

(a) Yes.

(b) The teaching of Homeceopathy should be controlled
by legislative enactment and should be placed under the
direct control of the University and should be a part of
the existing Faculty of Medicine.

(¢) The essential features of control should be with
regard to .

(i) Homeeopathic teaching, (ii) Homosopathic practice
and (i) Homaopathic pharmacies as regards manufacture
of genuine and standardised Homceopathic medicines.

(d) If the registration of Homceopathic practitioners
be made compulsory, they will come under the controlling
authority constituted under the law; and it is expected that
the standard of Homceopathic practice will. certainly
improve to the immense benefit of the society. It is also
proposed that in order to give reasonable facilities to the
existing practitioners fo enable themselves to be duly
registered a period of three years time should be allowed
from the date of coming into operation the proposed leglsla-
tion thereof.

(e) (i) Five years of Bonaﬁde Homceopathic practice,
pnor to the date of issue of notice by the Government or
any legally constituted Faculty of Homoeopathy -
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{ii) The. cand.ldate ‘applying for : regmtratlon “should
produce the ongmal affidavit duly sworn by him befére a

first class magistrate to. the effect that he nas taken up’

the profession of Homeeopathic practice and this is his

" principal and regular .occupation in life.

‘(iii) A ‘written” examination on the I-Iomueopathlc
subjects, the minimum standard of which ‘have been fixed
by the Bengal Homceopatluc State Faculty '

9, Yes

. {a) The conditions for registration in respect of exlst-

ing practitioners should be the same as put under Answer
8 (e), (9, (i) and (i) and securing of D.M.S.. Diploma of
the Bengal Homaeopathic-State Faculty:

(b) Re. future entrants into the proféssion:

.

Those who have prosecuted their full course of studies:

in institutions affiliated fo the Bengal Homceopathic State
Faculty and obtained the diploma of D.M.S. from the said
Faculty or any other legally constituted body empowered

to confer degrees or diplomas on the successful candidates.-
(c) The registered Homoeopathic practitioners should

be saddled with all obligations as are now imposed- on
practitioners of modern .medicine,

All Registered: Homaaopathlc Practitioners (EXCEptlng
those who are registered only by virtue of their being in

the practice for 5 years prior to the enactment-of the .

~ proposed legislature) - shall be entitled to same- privileges

as are now enjoyed by the practitioners of modern medicine.

10. We do not consider that. mere provision for post-
graduate-training in Homceopathy for graduates-in modern
medicine  will promote the cause of Homeeopathy or raise
the standard of ‘the Homceopathic profession at large, Be
it noted that the term-post-graduate training in this connec-
tion is a misnomer; because the graduates will just receive
the training in Homaeopathy as is obtained in Homeeopathic
institutions. We want that there should be post-graduate
training for those who are already qualified Homceopaths.

d
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'_ g Now—a—days the .eonverts o Homoé_-opathy from _the
Aliopathic systein di¢ held ih greater estesin by the pubhc

hécausé they possess bettet knowledge in fundarhental -
" auxiliary sciénces €.g., Anatomy, Phiysiology, Pathology etc.

than those who pass vt from the Homeeopathi¢ institutions

“of ‘the present day. Wé énvisage a better training in

Homaeopathy and allied tedical subjects after the Govern-
ment recogmses this systém. of medicine . ahd provides

‘adequadte facilities for its teaching ete. (as suggested in our

answer to Q. 5). Here we must stress the need and utmost

importance of having separate institutions for the Homiceo- -
. pathic training. For explanation please refer to my answer,
-to Q. 5 (). After passing through the full course of studies

in an Allopathic institution, certatin xﬁew—pomts regardlng
diseases and drug-actions are so indelibly stamped on the
minds of students that it proves very difficult for them to
shed those in favour of the Homoeopathlc view-points, of
which, some are exactly opposite to those held by the
Allopathic School. Tt is more difficult to unlearn a thing
than to learn-a new thing. We, being converts to Homoeo-
pathy from the other school, had to go through a severe
mental crisis to change our points of view and adapt our-
selves to the methods and mental make-up which are
necessary for a successful Homeeopathic preseriber. Let the
posterity leain through out bitter experience. We press,
here, with all the emphasis that our language can command,
for separate institutions where the students will move and.

live arid have their very being in the atmosphere of the

Homaeeopathic Philosophy. ‘

- Of course, there should bé a post-graduate course in
Homceopathy fof more intensive and deeper study of the
Philosophy, Science and Art of Homeopathy,




