HOMOEOPATHISTS AND HOMOEOPATHY

Jacop GENIS, M.D.

On all sides the cry is going up that Homoeopathy is going out of exist-
ence; that it is squashed by allopathic manocuvres. So it is in many ways,
and various faclors could probably be cited as conmtributory causes for its
decline. There has never been decadence of Homoeopathy itself, only stagna-
tion, largely due to the complacency of its exponents and praciitioners, who
mistook. the starting point for the winning post!

While I had lunch with a young cye, ear, nosc and throat specialist
friend in London, I mentioned that I was attending the Convention of the
Facully for Homoeopathy at the Royal London Homoeopathic Hospital.
This young man then expressed himself very frankly about Homoeopathy
and its sfatus in England, He told the writer that the British Medical Asso-
ciation will never recognize Homoeopathy as belonging to the catepory of
scientific medicine, permit it to be taught in the medical schools of Great
Britain, or see it raised to the slatus of a medical specialty. There was a
certain degree of tolerance on account of 1he British Royal Family's interest
in and patronage of it! .

Now, after contacting doctors from diffcrent lands, the writer has come
to the conclusion that this young F.R.C.S. was probably perfectly right. Why
should orthodox medicinc recognize something that may jeopardize its teach-
ings and practices of two thousand years or more? One could hardly credit
international medicine with such foolishness. Here and there in the world
there have been and are instances of toleration, but, after long study and
observation, this writcr has come 1o thc conclusion fhat this toleration is
actually one of the bipgest dangers to the continued cxistence of Homoeo-
pathy.

The writer has sat in conventions and listened to speakers who made
great efforts to show how much Homoeopathy agrees with orthodox concepts.
Should the emphasis not rather be on how much orthodox medicine stumbles
into homocgopathic principles and concepts these days after almost two
centuries? Remember Hahnemann's teachings about infection; about pro-
phylaxis; the tolalily of the symptoms of the patient; the psychosomatic
approach; the allergies, etc., etc.? Things werc not called by the same
names, but they are all therc in his writings. The whole history of Homoeo-
pathy and the history of the life of its founder make these pseudo-homoeo-
pathists but cowardly diplomats. They have not even the pride to know
when they are not wanted at the party; that they are only tolerated for the
sake of not creating a scene. This cajoling on the part of these people is
tanlamount to saying, “Pardon me, Sir! I sincerely hope you will not be
offcnded if I should use some Homoeopathy in my practice.™
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In her presidential address to the British Facully, as published in the
October, 1951, issue of the British Homoeopathic Journal. Dr. Margery
Blackic quotes Dr, Skinner as follows; “Homoeopathy being but in its
infancy, it wants men of independent courage who can stand upon their feet
regardless of outside organization and fearless of numbers. With such men .
o nursc her, she is independent of Allopathy and all iis conservative rights
and privileges, povernment grants, etc. Homoeopathy being but a young shoot
of the néble and eternal tree of life and truth, it has to be made strong by
opposition, .. . by conticts with strong and warlike elements.”

Does the above quotation not perhaps contain the real and essential
requirement for the revival of Homoeopathy? What a pity that we do not
now seem to have men and women of the calibre that could match up to the
situation, Most modern homoeopathists seem to suffer from a sneaking
inferiority complex!

Teaching instilutions complain that they do not get sufficient interested
students. Have these institutions, instead of bewailing their lack of students,
considered what they really have to offer students, excepting fragmentary and
disconnected lcctures on philosophy and materia medica? This wriler would
almost stake his life on it that very few students who attended one of these
courscs will really be able to give an inlellipent cxplanation of what Homoeo-
pathy is and how and where i1 differs from and with orthodox medicinc.

Why not havc a properly integrated course of at least two ycars” dura-
tion at a clinic or hospilal where Homoeopathy can be seen in action; and
where students can be thotoughly indoctrinated with the practical aspects of
this art of healing; where they can at Icast learn how 1o takc their cases
properly and !earn to select the remedy? Under such conditions they should
also be able to wiiness the amazing rapidity and power of ihe indicated
remedy in acutc discases, as wecll as see for themselves some of the most
inlraclable chrenic discases, or generally known surgical conditions, master-
fully handled from beginning to cnd. Miscrably little success can be expected
where students are not also given the proof of what Homoeopathy can do.
The writer well remembers the time when he personally thought a 6x potency
very high!

Could these institutions have the temerity to expect students to exchange
these poorly-organized teachings with practically no clinical proofs or statis-
tics fFor their well-integraled sindies at properly organized inslitutions? And
now, 15 it not foolish and ridiculous to cxpect studenis to study Homoeo-
pathy in a few short lcctures, when those of us, who know a litlle of the
subject, realize only too wecil the prodigiousness of the lask to master the
art, science, materia medica, and philosophy, as well as numerous corollaries
of Homoeopathy? Do these tyros appreciate, for instance, the potency of
these simple-looking drups, and the tremendous responsibilily that should
accompany their prescription? :

This writer is practically positive that he will fail 95% of the students
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of these institutions with the first question on some of the more salient
points of Homoeopathy. Take a simple question like the following for examina-
tion and see what answers you will get: “You have a case that is hypersensi-
tive to unpressions, faint-hearted, and of a yielding disposition. The case
had pmeumonia some time ago and was left with a chronic cough, which
is much worse from lying down. The expectoration is bloody, yellow, lumpy,
purulent, and contains granules like shot with very offensive smell. There
are stitches in the chest, frequent sore throats and lingering colds. There are
bad night-sweais, worge towards the morning. The patient is extremely
sensitive to cold, and better from warmth, in summer, and in damp. warm
weather. X-rays show extensive tuberculous infilration of the right lung.
What is the obvious remedy and why will you NoT use it?” *

This writer charges a large number of so-called homoeeopathists with
blatant ignorance, criminal carelessness, and no small degree of self-ostenta-
tion about the few ‘[ucky shots® in their preseribing. Only too frequently one
notices cases quoted from records where the practitioner got no results on
account of Obvious mistakes in the rcmedy selection. No wonder that they
capnot demand from thcir orthodox colleagues due respect, or even their
chagrin! What greater contribution to contempt than boastifulmess of the
ignorant. Again let us quote Dr. Skinner through Dr. Blackie: “Let us
announce to the world what we can do, if we do 1t!™

Now to answecr those who believe that Homoeopathy should be taught
as a medical specialty. Apart from the fact that the mere nature of Homoeo-
pathy makes it eminently suitable for general praclice, specialism implies at
Icast two to three years post-graduale study at an inslitution that has above
average standing. The question is: Can London with its “pathological orien-
talion” or America with its lethargy and rush methods organize such out-
standing institutions that they will weather the storms of criticisms of the
regular schools by the sheer excellence of their curricula and teaching staffs
and clinical and research facilities? 1f this can be accomplished, the writer
believes that it should be possible to tum oul a sort of superior type of
gcneral practilioner, who would be able to carry the torch of Homoeopathy
wherever he may scitle, Belicve it or nol, it is not difficult at all for a man
who knows Homoeopathy to create an impression and thercafter to hold his
own, no malter what may be contrived and schemed against him. He only
necds to handle his first few acute cases brilliantly; cure a few cases of acute
tonsillitis and appendicitis, and help old Mms. Grundy with her rheumatism,
and they will all club together to be his most willing advertisers. Real curative
work is so rare these days thal it almost appezars as a miracle to the laity.
And real and lasting cures should not be difficult to 2 man who had the right
homoeopathic training! :

In the days when there was much opposition to Homocopathy, it waxed
powerful everywiiere. It meant something to-have been an homoeopathist.
Extremely brilliant results were obtained. It became patronized by the best
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in society, including royalty. Statistics were furnished by homoeopathic hos-
pitals -which proved beyond any doubt its superior results in all classes of
disease, from the most fatally acute to the most chronic, iacluding insanity.
Homoeopathy scored these honors through outstanding exponents by its
merits and results. Physicians and laity were cagerly proving ever more new
remedies. How does this compare with today’s laxity and half-hearted efforts?

Recently- the writer had 2 letter from an Indian homoeopathist with
which bhe included a copy of a letter from the Indian Ministry of Health, and
in which a spokesman for that body supgests that jt appears illogical that
different systems of medicine should exist as permanent parallel entities, and
also that Homoeopathy, Unani and Ayurveda may complement modern
medicine, but that, in view of its continued progress in the world, it must
remain tbe ultimmate system of treatment for the sick.

This would appear quite logical and reasonable if we did not have prior
experience of this very kind of thing elsewhere. Now, if the Indian homoeo-
pathists should accept such a compromise, then in the not too far distant
future India will have only a few old people in praclice and no young men
coming forward to replace them. Have we not seen this in the United States,
at one time the world’s repository of homnoeopathic knowledge and learning?
If Americans do not wake up and reorganize with a vengeance, the word
‘Homocopathy’ may be deleted from. American medical dictionaries within
fifty years time. It is already with great sacrifice that Messrs. Ehrhart and
Karl of Chicapo keep up reprints of Kent's Repertory, a great book that
should be thoroughly revised and brought np-to-date.

Why all homocopathic associations of the few remaining schools and
hospitals are not completely severed is a real farce. The name of Hahne-
mann and his system are only retained to ridicule the life-work of a great
medical reformer and henefactor of mankind, because none of these institu-
tions propagate or praclise his art or ieachings.

* “America is not at present running one single course of instruction worthy
of serious consideration by prospective students, although this writer thinks
back respecifully and fondly to his memorable association with the various
teachers of the American Foundation for Homoeopalhy, who, notwithstand-
ing great financial dilficulties and personal sacrifice, try to keep alive a spark
of true Hahnemannian Homoeopathy in North America! It would appear
that, instead of minor individual efforts by small non-influential groups,
America and Great Britain, as the leading medical conniries of the modern
world, should each organize curmicula of postgraduate instruction at well-
known universities or hospilals, lasting at least two full academic years, and
so set an ideal standard that will become internationally recognized for jts
excellence. A Fellowship in the Roval College of Physicians or of the
American College is indicative of excellence and high medical attainment
anywhere i the civilized world. Is it really impossible to do something

(Continued or page 41)
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SUMMARY

China 200 and 1000 administered orally to male albino rats clearly
depresses the rectal temperture within 15-30 min. after administration possibly
reaching and involving the. hypothalamus.
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HOMOEOPATHISTS AND HOMOEOQPATHY
(Continzied from page 6)

similar for Homoeopathy, if we put all our sincerity and will into the effort?
Surely such a type of qualification in Homoeopathy should carry due weight
and do away with mueh of the miserable misrepresentation of this finest of
therapeutic sciences!

—The Homoeopathic Recorder, April 1953



