HOMOEOPATHY AND THE FUNDAMENTAL
"LAWS :

H. A. ROBERTS, M.D.

Among the followers of Hahnemann we often hear the statement that
Homocopathy is fundamental; that it is scienlific; that it is based on natural
law. Lel us grant, for the sake of argument, that this is true; the natural
corollary of this statement is that these laws must be active in all realms of
fundamental science, f.e.. that in those sciences that deal with the established
laws of the universe the same natural [aws must be active. Tt is self-evident
that natural laws must work, not in contradiction to each other. but in sym-
pathy and coopcration; these laws are fixed and immulable. That which sets
the planet in its orbit so regulates the other planets that they obey the samc
laws: their difference lies not in the zoverning laws bul in time, distance and
circumslance, which is again ruled by law. If the planets moved at random,
lawlessly, the result would be chaos.

S0 too if one realm of the universe was moved by fundamental laws
which had no application or relation to other realms of the universe, the
resull must be chaos. If one science is seemingly governed by liws which are
contradictory to those of another science, one must be lawless, not a science,
or not science bul cbaos would be the result.

If Homoeopathy is a fundamental science. or a part of a fundamental
scienice, as we belicve, it must work in harmony with all the natural realins,
and the lmws which apply 1o those realms must apply also. in some degree
and relationship, to Homaeopathy.

In spite of the years that have been devoted to the study of Homoeo-
pathy, with their accumulated data, we glimpse but dimly the possibilities of
these conclusions. When we realize the confusion that man has caused in his
individual life, in every sphere, 1t is little wonder that he bas misunderstood
the natural powers and resources, and has failed to make use of natural Jaws.
It is not strange, then. that medicine, among many other pbases of our modem
life, is but a series of experimenial gropings without form or order.

The glimpse at our present state of social confusion cannot excuse our
eefusal to substantiate our elaim that Homoeopathy is based on natural taws.
Let us consider the place Homoeopathy must hold if our conienlions be true.

1f Homoeopathy is founded upon fundamental laws, whal are some of
those laws? Qur ignorance permits us to register but a few, but inevitably the
time will come, if we keep a clear vision, when we will be able to add more
to our burden of proof.

Let us Iook at the first formulated and recopnized law of Homoeopathy,
similia similibus curantur. Whence came 1his Taw? Tt was simply an intelli-
gent observalion of our natural resources, those in their closest proximitly to
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our daily lives, in the vegetable kingdom, and their relation to disturbed and
disordered conditions arising in mankind. It was found that the ills of indivi-
dual man could be successfully Ireated thus; first doubtless these substances
were found in the vegetable kingdom, later in the mineral ahd animal king-
dom also. Still later came the knowledge that this was not by chance, an occa-
sional mcans of cure, bul that by law these substances acted in an ordered
and orderly manner under cerlain definite conditions and circumstances.

This recognition of law underlying cure is of ancient origin; no one
knows when the first recognition of this law crept into use, but ancient Hindu
manuscripls recorded its application. Certainly Aristotle recognized ir, and
Hippocrates sensed the possibilities of this law and applied it in some record-
ed cases. From time to time all through medical history this hypothesis was
enunciated or demonstrated in greater or less degrec. Hahnemann later de-
monstrated this law to be universal and not an occasional circumstance. He
called the science and art of healing which nalurally followed, Homoeoparthy.
but the thought was not a new one: it was age-old before a science ol healing
was based solely on this [aw,

In other words. in even the cmbryonic slages of Homozopalhy it was
found that law governed. Gradual cxperimentation widened the possibililies
of application of these laws; no amount of cxperimentation extended the laws
themselves. All that experimentation could do was Lo enlighten our minds
recarding the scope of the law.

A law is a Tfuudamenial fact; because we do not recognize a law does not
mean that the law does notl exist. Even of man-made laws, which in their
essence are not laws in the true sense but rules laid down by man for man.
it is recognized (hat ignorance of the law is no exeuse.

As observalion became focused upon the unfolding of the law of cure,
other regularities in reaction were discovered, and a second luw of cure, this
time perlaining to the direction of cure, was formulated. This was: Cure
takes place from above dowmward, from within outward. from an important
organ ta a less bimportant organ; symploms disappear in the reverse order of
their gppearance. the first to appear being the last 10 disappear.

Simple disappearance of symploms 1s by no means cure: sympioms oflen
have periods of recurrence, but no true cure has ever heen observed that did
nol follow the law of direction.

Another law, equally applicable throughout the universe, is that of
mutual action: Action end reaction are equal and opposire.

To some of us who have thoughtfully considered these things they seem
so self-evident that it would be almost unnecessary to speak of them were it
not for the purpose of urging you to observe the lawluiness of Homoeopathy,
and to prove our elaim of the fundamental lawfulness of this true science of
healing. Let us look al a law which [ollows naturally the law of mutual
action.

This is the law designated as the law of least action, which was formu-
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lated by Mauperlius, the French mathematician. To us as homoeopathic
physicians and students it may be known as the law of quantily and dose:
The quantity of action necessary to effect any change in nature is tie leust
possible: The decisive amount is always a minimuni, an infinitesimal.

Health is a matter of perfect equilibcjum, perfect balance: trifling cir-
cumstances may sway it 50 may il be balaneed by the least possible in medi-
calion, which may, in conditions of perfect health, cause the same loss of
balance, or a corresponding loss of equilibrium.

Another law of quantity to be considered here is: The quantity of the
drug required iy in inverse ratio ta the similarity. In other words, the greater
the similarity of the drug symptoms to those of the paticnt, the less quantity

will be required, for the grealer will be the state of susceplibility of the -

palient.

A corollary 1o the law of quantity is: The guality of the action of a
homoeopathic remedy is determined by its quantity, in inverse ratio. Again
this is a problem of the susceptibility of the patient and the similarity of the
drug; the lIaws of quality and quantity go hand in hand.

Biology gives us this law: Function creafes and develops the organ. Tt
bas been observed in the study of Homoeopathy that Functional sympioms
are produced by the vilal force in exact proportion (o the profundity of the
disturbance. Often, however, when pathological changes occur the sympto-
matic picture changes greatly in that functional symptoms do not manifest
themselves in as great a dcgree; the disease condition has struck deeper and
manifests itself less on the surface. Following the biological law, therefore,
Homocopathy postulates the law of symptom development: Functionat
symptoms precede structural changes.

Now the law of use governing the homoeopathic remedy must therefore
be: The dose and quantity that will thoroughly permeate the organism and
make its essemtial impress wupon the vital force is that which will effect the
functional sphere of the individual.

We say: “This must therefore be:” if we reason logically, and have
observed carefully, keeping our line of rcasoning along the lines of laws
already formulated and proven sound, we can do no less than believe that
this is a truly fundamental law,

For many years daily practice has proven the value of the law of repeti-
tion of the dose: Never repeat your remedy so long as it continues Io act.
This governs the administration of remedies to individuals in stales of
disease; let us look at the law that must govern the produciion of symptoms
by artificial means, ie., drug provings, by which we get our guidance for the
adminisiration of drugs (o the sick. The object of proving drugs is the pro-
duction of anlificial diseases that we may observe the symptoms and apply the
substances so proven in like siates of matural disturbance. The law governing
this must be closely allied to the law of administration in states of disease, or
else our case is not logical, We find this law: Never repeat the dosc in a
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proving while symptoms are manifest from the dose already taken.

Apain granting that Homoeopathy is allied to all nalure, we must con-
cede that orbits or cycles of action are a fundamental part ¢f natural mani-
festations. So also we find that the homoeopathic remedies have cycles of
development and recession, If the natural cycle of sympiom development is
interfered witb, we gain no knowledge of the true nature of the substance
being proved; at best we can get but a distorted comprehension of its nalure
when there is any interference. Continuing to repeatedly administer a remedy
while it is producing disease symploms in a prover would make chaos out
of a normal cycle of disease symptoms which have been in process of deve-
lopment. This is simply the result of logical reasoning.

Examining still further into laws governing the producticn of artificial
discase states, we find there are laws governing the various states or lypes of
substances which we desire 10 prove. As yet we may find (hese laws crudely
phrased, bul they follow closely the law of mutual action, the law of least
action, and the laws of quantity and guality.

I, Any drweg which in its natural siate aflects the vital energy b little,
will develop a proving only in a high potency.

2. Anv drug which in its natural state disturbs the vital encrgy to func-
tional manifestations only may be proven in a crude form.

3. Auy drug which in its natural state disturbys the vital cnergy to des-
tructive manifestations shonld be proven only in a potentised form.

It has been demonstrated that planctary movements have a definite rela-
tonship to life. The power of the meon over the tidcs is an ancient and
constan! observation. The relarionship of the earth ard the sun offers an irre-
fulable arpument in favour of the correlation of the planelary influences. The
influence of the phases of the mcon on some mental conditions and nervous
complaints has been noted from the earliest limes. For instance, the appeila-
lion {rnacy designalcd a mental disturbance dedinitcly related to moon phases:
epileplic conditions also have shown some response to ihe cycle of the moon.
In other words, through these abnormal conditions of mental and ncrvous
disturbance we have perecived dimly from lime to time the outlines of u
areat truth.

That cyclic manifestations have been demonstraled in other fields than
medicine is casily seen from the most cursory glance at the science of astro-
nomy. In ils earlicr stages astronomy suffered [rom the same hlind groping,
ignorance and supcrstition that has humpered the intelligent observation of
all natural phenomena; nevertheless it Lhas emereged as a true scicnce of mathe-
matical exactoness. It is still true that the deductions from the most careful
measurcments and computations vary between different schools, yet it is the
mosi closely measurable of all the sciences today.

Let us quote from The Concise Knowledge of Astronomy: History, by
Agnes M. Clerke, pages 12, 13: “The subject of the moon to known law
was completed by the dispersal of the myslery surrounding a slight, continu-
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ous acceleration of her orbilal velocity detected by Halley in 1693, It had
been in progress since the earliest recorded eclipse in 721 B.C., if not longer;
ther¢ was no sign of its cessation or reversal, and the grave question aroge:
Was the principle of universal attraction, elsewhere unfeservedly obeyed, here
fatally complicated by the action of a resisling medium involving the cven-
lwal collapse of the earth-moon system? Laplace gave the answer in 1787
by proving the observed quickening of pace 10 be a necessary and simple
consequence of a secular diminution in the cllipticity of Lbe earth’s orbit.
This, however, will not go on forever in the same direclion; after many ages
the tide of change will tum, and a complete resioration to sigtus gro ante
will cnsue...... Ruinous disturbances were shown (o be excluded by the over-
whelming disparity of mass between the central body and ifs attcadants, no
less than by the regularity and harmony of their movements and distribution.
Thus only slight oscillatory changes can occur. Millions of years will elapse
without producing any fundamental alteration. The machine is so beautifully
adjusted as to right itself automatically through the mutual aclion of its vari-
ous parts. And il is the force which perturbs that eventually restores.”

Let us repeat the last lines of this quolalion in the light of our obserya-
tion into the relation of Homoeopathy and the fundamental laws: The
machine is so beautifully adjusied as lo right itself automatically through the
mutual action of its various pacls. And it is the force which perturbs that
eventually restores.

This lasl observation, acknowledged by the most exact of all sciences
and a deduclion from obscrvalion of the most observable of all ¢yclic phepo-
mena, is cqually periinent to Homoeopathy and our belief in the lawful flow
of vital cnergy. This deduction, so fundamental that it might well be called
a law. is closely allicd to that law of mathemutics: The guantity of action
necessary to eflect any change in nature is the least possible.

These are bul a few of the laws which we, in our ignorance, have as-
sembled from the vasl resources at our command 10 demonsirale thal
Homocopathy is governed by laws thal arc universal, and that Homoeopathy,
therefore, is a part of lhe fundamental lawlulness and orderfiness of the uni-
verse. [f we can apply a known law of biclogy, a known law of mathemancs,
and 2 known and accepled deduction of asironomy, wc can as surcly apply
the lesled laws of any other sphere of universal aetivity.

At some future time we will be able 10 formulate definitely those laws
which govern the vilal force and its aclion in the human economy. This vital
energy. which is the sun of our individual human economy. has a distinct
relationship to universal vital energy. It is vital cnergy in the individual which
offers Homocopathy its scicntific demonstration of healing. Qf this mystery
we now comprchend but this: The state of the disordered vital encrgy is that
stale in which Homoeopalhy offers the greatcst hope of regaining the lost
balance of power in cach individual. and that not by cocrcion of the vital
force. but by so stimululing it thar the equilihrium is restored by the same

1

i

T P

e

R S

e

fe




1980] HoMOEOPATHY AND THE FUNDAMENTAL LAws 185

force thal disturbed it; that the vital energy in itself is capable of disturbance
and of self-restoration under the proper circumstances. We have used the
laws of Homoeopathy half blindly, as it were, yet we recognize their tremend-
ous significance and their possibilities; we have observed their action in
countless cases of human misery.

Let us be aferi to observe and accurale to correlate the plain facis beforc
us, that we may recognize, formulate and work in accord with the funda-
mental laws that govern Homocopathy and all nature.

DISCUSSION

Chairman Pulford: This paper has guite a wide scope. I have always
felt if Homoeeopathy couldn’t be correlated with the rest of the sciences, il
had better stop altogether,

Dr. Ray W. Spafding: Just to inake it easier for the next one to speak,
I want to say thal a paper like this certainly will find added and more force-
ful value in its printed form. It is difficult to discuss and yct will be exceed-
ingly helpful in reference and is, I think, one of thc most progressive papers
that I have heard in the Associalion, dealing with the fundamental laws
upon which Homoeopathy is based.

Dr. C. A. Dixon: The thought occurs to me thal this would make a
mighty fine thing {o have n one’s library. But he has just scmiched the sur-
face, and I think Dr. Roberts should be encouraged 1o go on and add chap-
ter after chapter to that, for cur guidance. I like to tell my patients that the
causc for discasc is breuking the natural laws, and the thought occurs to me
that when disease overtakes us and we apply for retief, we are just piling up
more irouble for ourselves unless we adjust ourselves to natural laws.

My thought back of that is thal aclion and reaction, as the doclor quotes,
have 10 be equal, and if force is used 10 adjust disturbances which are the
resulls of breaking natural laws. we have only chaos following.

When we are in trouble, we don’t think about breaking the law. We like
Lo take a geveral view of infraclions along those lines. We lik¢ lo Lthink we
will break the law and get by with il. Nature doesn’t work that way al all.
We are all amenable (¢ these natural laws. That is the reason we become sick.
I like 1o think that is the reason for discase. I tell my patients sometimes that
Dame Nature keeps a ledger just like your banker does, or your business
man, and after you have broken about so many laws, says: Here is an ac-
count to be setlled. Come on, pay up!

Well, now, thc best way 1o pay up is Lo square yoursell with the jaw
acain, and I don’t sec how force, such as is being applied by our scientific
men, squares wilh thal program at all, meaning active doses of medicine, or
crude drugs, or sera, or what-have-you.

I should like to have Dr. Roberls writc a paper along the same lines he
started there, oh, once a month anyway, unti! he has a nice book.

Dr. Grimmer: This is indeed a marvelous paper. The doetor has brought
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to our attention the relations between the mighty and the infnitesimal. Man.
after all, is but a minature universe, if you will analyze him, and, being
such, is subject to the same laws that regulate these vast bodies swinging
through the heavens. '

Recent experiments and discoveries of the physicists have shown that
everything from the minutest infinitesimal baclerium up to one of these im-
measurable suns, carries proportional charges of electricity. They are electro-
magnels, if you will, and that is why we are all subject to the same force;
and that is why, as the doctor has slated, and that proves that his staternent
is true, these planetary bodies do have effect upon health and diseaw upon
vegetation, upon even the mighty tides of the ocean, and it is all in sccord-
ance with law. .

That is the thing that should appeal to scientific men in Homoeopathy.
Homeocopathy is based on law and is correlatcd with the universal law of
cause and effect. There is no getting away from it, if you will study, as the
docter has so ably brought out here. That is why, for instance, in the Mayo
Clinic loday they are making quitc definite diagnoses by the utilizalion of
this electric magnetic process. Some of these disease germs are put into an
electric field, an electro-magnelic field, camying one charge or another of elec-
iricily. whichever it may be. They are drawn to the electric pole for which
they have affinity, and streptococci of various forms and influence and they
claim they are making a most accurate diagnosis. They can see under the
ultra-microscope the passage of bacterium from one pole or the other of the
electro-magnetic field.

Crile, in his wonderlul work on the bi-polar work of living processes, has
shown man js an immcnse storage battcry made of some twenly trillion
bi-polar electric cells, cach a unit and formed into systems 1o make up organs,
and so forth, and all these symptoms correlated aud under the dominance of
the whole organism, as a whole, to perform work for the whole, and to regu-
late and repair itscif under these same laws, and, as the doctor stated. such
little things, such as an cmotional upset, or things of that kind, will aver-
balance and bring to a stale ol somefimes very severe sickness.

Now, what instrument of precision have you to measure the amount of
that cmotional disturbance? It is simply in a field so attenuated and sa fine
that there is no instrumentality to measure. We only know of its force by its
effects. That 1s why our infinitesimal remedies—they are electrolytes of a
measured, specific charge—they, floating arcund in the blood siream of a sick
patient, go to lhosc celis that are calling them by the electro-magnetic affi-
nities, and when they reach those cclls, there 15 an equilibrium established.

Dr. Overpeck: We will all go home and read this papzr. Who else will
read it? I say that such a paper as that should be sent to every doctor in the
whole country and every school, and we should pive some few dollars to help
do that.

—The Homoeopathic Recorder, First Quarler, 1935
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