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EDITORIAL.

In our first an 1 second issues we have made our introductory address to the
fraternity, stating our aims and purposes, and we are gratified 16 learn that, in gen-
eral, the object for which we made our appeal, has been appreciated. We have
invited criticism and requested aid for the development and best elucidation of our
system. We have solicited the pointing out of our short-comings, and suggestions
as to the best methods of carrying out our work with advantage to ourselves and
profit to those in need of advice. * And are we to feel, in the future, that to accom-
plish this, we are to depend entirely upon our own individual efforts? . We hope
not. We wish it to be perfectly understood, that our labors are, dlrected to the
advancement of Homwopathy, pure and simple, and to the reJectlon of eady meth-
ods, or others not conformable with the teaching of the School ¢ We shall persever-
ingly deal with Materia Medici and’ Therapeutics, the combihed knowlédge of which
gives us the key to success at the bedside  The elucidation of other no less impor-
tant medical branches is already in able hands, and from them we can obtain all
the necessary information,

In regard to Materia Medica, we propose to carry out a systematlc plan, con-
ceived afier many hours of thought and study, which during the present year will
comprise the analysis of four groups of remedies, as follows:

' j Belladonna, . . . . . January

Cerebral. Hyoscyamus, . . . . February
Stramoni\im, ..... ‘Ma'rch
Acon.itum, e e e e April
Febrile. . Gelsemium, . . « . . . . May
Arsenicum, , . . . . . . June
Ipecacuanha. . . . . . o July
Gastro Neurotic. Nux Vomica, . . . ... August

Pulsatilla, . . . . . September

CalcariaC.,. . . . « . October
Constitutional. . Silicea, . . . . . . November.
Sulphur,. . . . . . December

To make this plan of study of still greater value, we shall prepare at the end of
each quarter a differential analysis of the three remedies of each corresponding group,
in such a way as to show at a glance their characteristics and points of difference.

To memorize symptoms in the manner indicated by the majority of our text-
books, is, as experience has taught us, productive of much discouragement and
failure ; and to pile up symptoms without due regard to their origin, meaning, or relative
value, is still worse.  Prescribers unable, not only to individualize their cases, but to -
oomprehend and measure the therapeutic value of a drug, or the 1mportance of a
given symptom, are bound to fall an easy prey to routinism,

Familiarity with drugs, we think, can best be obtained from similar studtea to
those based upon our analytic plan; of course not neglecting to compare drugs of
similar action, to note their individual features, modalities, aggravations, ameliora-
tions, the disturbing influences that may interfere with their actions, the constitu-
tion and character of the patient; and ﬂnally to study drug relationships (antidotal.
inimical, complementary, &c.)
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MATERIA MEDICA.

ANALYTIC STUDY OF STRAMOCNIUM.
(Al Rights Reserved.)

( 1. Brain.—In thisorgan there is no true inflammatory condition,
independent or primary, but congestion, though greater than in
Hyos., i much less than in Bell., and often attended by obscu-
ration of sight, illusion of colors, diplopia, dilatation of the pupils; wide
open, fived, staring, sometimes injected eyes; stammering, aphasia, dys-
phagia; dread of water, respiratory spasms; hot, turgid bloated face;
moderalely increased thermogenesis and circulation, with frightful
dreams, disturbed sleep, obstinate insomnia, agitation, trembling; and a
frantic indomitable delirium, with hallucinations and delusions,
often amounting to absolute rage, with disposition to strike and
bite, such as occurs in mania-a-potu; and which may be accom-
panied with convulsions, as in hydrophobia.

2. Mind.—The conunon centre of sensation is both exalted and
perverted in the highest degrec.  The least noise startles the patient;
he labors under the most terrifying hallucinations, he sces ghosts,
strangers, rats, mice, vermin, snakes, or vicious animals ‘jumping side-
ways out of the ground or running at him. Fears voices back of his
ears. Imagines he i quite alone and in a wilderness and abandoned.
She is possessed of very strange and absurd ideas, imagines herself
tall, double, or lying crosswise. Sometimes thinks she is conversing

1 with spirits; prays fervently, talks devoutly: at other times assumes

importance, behaves in a proud or haughty manner (Plat.), or talks
incessantly and absurdly; is merry, dances, gesticulates, laughs,
sings, or makes verees; and again is indifferent, does not know her
friends, 18 sad and weeps. He suffers pangs of conscience, thinks he is
not honest, raves about his business, fears death, and desires light and
company (aversion to, Hyos.). His photomania is almost press-
ing. Darkness aud solitude seem unbearable to him, TViolent
outbursts to bite and strike always attend the indomitable, raving
delirium  Sometimes there is & mania, which, although loqua-
cious, partakes of a good natured character, full of phantasmata of all
kinds, and the patient seems as if in ecstatic contemplation of
surrounding images.

3. Sleep.—The sleep is either sound and long, with loud
snoring, staring eyes, dilated pupils, gritting teeth, incoherent talk
and active motions of the hands, even terminating in coma, or else
it is light and disturbed by sexual excitement, emissions, and vivid
dreams about vicious animals, with startlings, outcries, and restless
waking, as if frightened, ending in insomnia and fossing about.

| The child starts and jerks, wakes terrified, sits up, looks around,
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( knows no one, screams with fright and. clings to those near him.

" The adult wakes with a solemn air of importance, all things seem
new to him ; talks incoherently, stammers, looks up, screams with
fright, knows no one, slirinks away or jumps out of bed — Both
can only sleep in lighted room.

4. Individual Cranial Nerves.—The most important
ocular motor disturbances are, dilatalion of the pupils, which
are sometimes immovable and insensible to light, double vision,
squinting and spasms. The eyes are open, fixed, staring, glisten-
ing, protruding, contorted or rolling. In the face, the only
sensory phenomenum of importance, is the maddening pains (proso-
palgia); but the motor symploms are various, and comprise oscilla-
tory twitching or distortion of the facial muscles, drawing of the mouth to
right and left. frowning, trembling of the lips, blepharospasmus; shudder-
ing trismus, with closed eyes, and gritting of the teeth, with or without
general tremor. The special senses are perverted, vision in
particular is very much affected. Sight is lost in various degrees,
from mere cloudiness to absolute blindness (transient). Light dazzles
and .r.otes appear in the field of vision. Visual illusions; objects
often appear red, less frequently blue and red ; everything seems
to be tipping over. Letters on a printed page seem to move, or
they and other objects appear double; everything is in a fog.
There may be shunning of bright light, or extreme desire for it. The
patient may be worse in the dark, or bright light and brilliant objects
may cause and renew convulsions, (opposite effects which should not
be forgotten ) Some of these visual disturbances may be attended
with redness of the eyes and involuntary lachrymation, but no

1 evidence of organic lesion whatever, just as in Hyos.——The

auditory area is both exalted and perverted. There is great
senstliveness to noises; the least noise startles the patient, 1 Hyos.)
or he hears voices back of his ears. The hearing power is diminished
or lost (nervous deafness), with or without tinnitus. Vviolent
olalgia in the left side, < at night. (Clinical.)

5. Yoluntary Muscular System.—The motor phenom-
ena are, convulsions, partial rather than general, and affecting the
upper more than the lower extremities. They principally consist of
agitation of the arms, with riging and rotation above the head, and of
convulsive groping forward with the hands  Isolated groups of muscles
are also affected, as evinced by the twitching of the limbs and of the
Sacial muscles, jerkings of the head, etc. The spasms, however, may
be opisthotonic, and readily provoked by bright light (Bell.), dazzling
objects, water, or touch (Bell.). The spasmodic movements are graceful
rather than angular, and partake more of a gyratory than of a
jerking character. Uncommon haste and rapidity of all motions.
Hands, arms, and even feet tremble. Hands clenched, but they can
be opened. Arms in motion, while lower limbs are quiet. Clapping
hands over the head. Staggering gait, totters as if giddy, can
only step in lighted rovm. Spasmodic rigidity of the lower limbs.
Spasms of the muscles of the chest. Continual jerking lifting of
the head from the pillows, thrusts it in all directions. Catalepsy.

6. Involuntary Muscular System.—The only sphincter
markedly affected is the iris, but the sudden and profuse passage of
urine at night, the very copious but slow urination, and the invol-
| untary discharge of urine, seem to indicate botlf relavation of th
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{ sphincter vesicze and weakness of the vesical walls. There is also a
kind of paralysis of the organs of speech, for the tongue
hangs out of the mouth, the patient stammers, makes great effort to speak,
utters unconnecled words. and even loses the power of speech, or if he
speaks, his voice is shrill, fine and high pitched. Some of these
sympton 8, howeyer, may be due to spasms of the laryngeal mus-
cles and .vocal cords, rather than to paralysis or cortical lesion.
Here we should alse include paralysis of the lower extremities, or of
one side, with convulsions of the other. The limbs feel as if separated
joint from joint The muscles will not obey the will (Gels.) —
The spasmodic phenomena, though few, are very prominent. In
the bladder we notice, frequent urging to urinate and discharge of
the urine in drops, which, notwithstahding the pressing, lows off
slowly, almost to-a fecble dribbling, without especial painful
sensation, except a feeling a3 if a cylindrical body were pushed
through the urethra. In the pharynx and esophagus the spasms are
exaggerated, causing a distressing dysphagia, and readily provoked
by attempting to swallow, hence the patient struggles against the
water offered. The respiratory spasms are also characteristic. At
times the chest seems fixed, and respiration diaphragmatic.

7. Area of Distribution of the Spinal Nerves.—The
most important disturbances are: diminished general sensibilily,
sense of lassitude in the back and drawing pains in the spine, the sacrum
and the ilium. Among the practical observations of Hahnemann,
we find the following r. marks: * During its prio ary action, this
drug produces no pain. properly so called, for pain is not the
name we can give to the very unpleasant sensation experierced
by the provers.” (Parseval, Sp. Edition, page 224).

——

8. Digestive Organs.—The symptoms to he ¢tudied, are:
The paralytic condition of the tongue, which is either red,
swollen, tren ulous. and hangs out of the mouth, or else it is dry,
stiff and torpid, with stammering cr difficult and unir.telligible
speech The great dryness and intense redness of the mouth,
with bitter taste, great desire for acids, and the ptyalism, with
dribbling and spurting of saliva, and bloody frothing. The
extreme dryness of the throat, with intense thirst, but inability
to swallow, as if the gul'et were constricted. The spasms of the
] pharynx and sesophagus, with a choking sensation on attempt-
ing to swallow, and drcad of water and other fluids. The spas-
modic contraction of the diaphragm. with burning, short breath
an! hiccough. The cerebral and stomach vomiting, first of food
and then of bile, with anxiety and burning down the bowels,
l The tympanitic dittention of the abdomen (probably from intes-
| tinal paresis), with much rumbling and ‘gurgling and epigastric

anxiety. The confined bowels, with ineffectual urgency, (due
| to diminished and depressed peristalgia, or to reduced secretory
l capacity of the mucosa, or both), as well as their re]axauon, with
{
|

painless, dark, cadarcrous stools

9. Bladder.—Heie we have involuntary, delayed, retained,
and principally suppres ed urine, but a sudden, copious discharge of
clear, watery urine, such as frequently occurs at the end of a hyster-
ical or epileptic attack, is also characteristic. 1 hen the urine is
suppressed, there may be yet some urgency to pass water. When delayed

| or partially rctained, it dribbles away slouly and feebly, either from
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weakness of the vesical muscles in emptying and closing the
bladder, or from long continued spasmodic action of a clonic
character, for notwithstanding the great urging and frequent
efforts, no stream 8 formed; the urine. escapes drop by drop, and
neither the flow can be accelerated, nor the last drops urged on
to pass  Allthese troubles are unatlended by pain, the only unpleas-
ant symptom recorded being ‘a sensation as if a cylindrical body
were pushed through the urethra.” The urine is clear as water, dark

( 10. Sexual Organs.—As a primary action we have extreme
sexual excitement, to the degree of indecent and voluptuous
expotures (Hyos.), as a secondary action, complete loss of sexual
degire and temporary impotence. Nymphomania in women. Erections
and pollutions in men.. Child constantly has hand on genitals—
The menses are increased, with large coagulated lumps. FExcessive
menstrual flow, with drawing pain in the abdomen and limbs.
G'reat nervous erethism,
| loquacity and devout behavior during menstrual period. Scanty lochia.

[ 11. Respiratory Organs.—The breathing is very difficult
! and hurried, or anzious, with constriction of the chest, great sense of

Oppressed breathing, with tightness
across the chest, or with desire for the open air. After much talking,
or in-doors, unable to draw in the breath. Rattling breathing, with
spasmodic croup-like cough. Cough is not characteristic, but when

P
attended by great dryness, marked respiratory spasms, and extreme

dyspneea, it becomes indicative of this drug. Spasm of the laryngeal
muscles and vocal cords, with shrill, fine and high-pitched voice.
Paralysis of the rocal cords, with high, sqeaking, or hoarse and

4
Urinary
Organs. )
. and very odorous, or thick and turbid.
Sexual
Organs.
Menstrual flow of uncommonly dark color.
suffocation and cyanotic face.
Respiratory
Track.
croaking voice.

By the study of the action of Stra-
monium upon the brain, we are able to
understand its better adaptation to cere-
bral afiections with less fever and circulatory
d'sorders than those claiming Bella-
donna, and more sensorial excitement and
congestion than those indicating Hyos-
cyamus. It is, however, very import-
aut to observe that even in those infense
intereranial localizations indicative of
Belladonna, we may have to resort to
Stramonium, by the mere presence of
sume of its leading characteristics For
instance, in acute cerebral meningi-
tis, no remedy could take its place if the
delivium i3 furious, with terrifying halluci
nalions, extreme acts of violence, dysphagia
and suppression of urine. And the same
is the case in any severe malady with
secondary involvcment of the brain, character-
ized by an intense maniacal exaltation, with
psy cho-motor hallucinations, violent out-
ursts, suppression of secretiong, and the

spasmodic phenomena corresponding to
the drug (T'yphus, Typhoid, Puerpe-
ral and Eruptive Fevers, Pneumo-
nia, Erysipelas, etc.). 1t is also this
sensorial perversion or maniacal excitement,
with its psychc-motor expressions, which
has principally made of this diug one of
our leading remedies in the treatment of
delirium tremens. And, of course, it
is also indicated in sume of those attacks
of similar character, detern.ined in habit-
ual drinkers by slight febrile disturban-
ces, as in traumatic fever and pneumonia.
It may even be applicable to the delir-
ium of fever, characterized by an abnor-
mal 8:nge of the size, shope and position of the
body, for the patient is apt to imagine
that he is enormouely large, that certain
parts are of unnatural size, that they are
double, that he has three legs instead of
two, or that he is lying crosswise.

It has been asserted by men deserv-
ing credit, that Stramonium has cured



THE INTEKNATIONAL BRIEF. ) 5

a number of cases of Hydrophobia
supposed to be genuine, and surely, the

association of the-extréiné dread of water

with the discomfort.of thie¢" throat, the
dysphagia, the respiratory spasn.s, the
contortion of the facial muscles, the
spitting of saliva, the incitement of con-

vulsions by the mere sight of water,’

touch, or loud noise, and tlie fact that
the general distress soon merges into
delirium, or maniacal frenzy with halluci-
nations, delusions and mcderate fever,
form a syndrome strong enough to sup-
port the assertion. =~ °

Again, by the study of the psychwal
phenomena we are further taught, that it
is not only indicated in‘thoseniental dis-
turbances characterized by rage and violence,
but also adaptable to other cases of a
less acute and milder character. For
instance, the above mentioded abnorinal-
ities as to size and_shape may indicate
Stramonium in that morbid state of
the mind called pseudo-megalomania,

which is characterized by-ideas of vast-

ness, boundlessness, immensity, etc., and
designated by Cotard under tlie name of
delire d’enormite, to distinguish it
from the true mania de grandeur, to
which this remedy may also be applica-
ble, for we see the Stramonium patient
assuming importance and belta\ing ina
proud and disdainful manner, as in Pla:
tina. Again the baseless conteptions or
senseless ideas of being killed, attacked by
mice, rats and cats, or chased by vm\ous
beasts, from which he attempts to escape,
points to its adaptation to that variety of
disorder called mania of persecution ;
and it may also cover ideas of pérsecution
attending melancholia, for the patient
suffers pangs of conscience, thinks he is
not honest, raves about his business, and
is willing to amend. We  hate also
reviewed among its symptdms, morbld
expressions of the mind, “'huh have
been described under the names ‘of
loquacious, erotic and religious ma-
nia; and in its pathogenesis we find,
likewise, a distinct mania for light and
company. Some of the psycho motor and
sensorial manifestations of Stramonium
points al:o strongly to its value in the
treatment of those mental derange-
ments in the female having a casual

relation with the function of reproduc-
- tion, and which may occur during preg-
nancy, puerperal state and lactation Dur-
ing pregnancy usually of a melancholic
tupe (sometimes exaggerations of pre-
exicting mental or moral trouble), with
obstinate insomnia, depression, gloomy
eilence, and religious display, weeping,
praying, talking devoutly, etc During
the puerperal period, most frequently of
the maniacal type, with vivid dreams,
incoherent talking upon amorous, ob-
scene, or religious topics, and as the
-excitement increases, she jumps out of
bed, tears off her clothing, screams,
prays, and attempts to injure herself and
others. During lactation the excitement
is, as a rule, of the melancholic type, but
may be associated with transient mania,
which is characterized by paroxysmal
violence, mental fury, raving, etc. We
may further find occasion to prescribe
this remedy in Hypochondriac Mel-
ancholia, where the choreiform spasms,
.the trembling, and the dysphagia become
sometimes 8o prominent, and which may
.be accompanied with extreme agitation,
panophobic paroxysms, and desire for
light and company. And finally, we find
this drug indicated in the melancholia
of masturbation, which is attended by
religious and satanic ideas; or by ideas
of persecution of an erotic nature, and in
which the patient touches constantly the
genital organs and practices relf-abuse
in a violent manner, under the stimulus
of baseless conceptions and errvneous
surmises.
Passing now to the consideration ot
.the spasmodic and paralytic phenomena, we
proceed to point out those affections of
the voluntary and involuntary mus-
.cular eystem, lucal or general, in which
Stramonium bhas rhown its curative
powers It has proved an excellent
; remedy in numerous kinds of spasms,
I epileptiform, opisthotonic; of isolated
muscle-groups, especially those involv-
ing the upper more than the lower
,extremeties and consisting of incohe-
rent, graceful, gyratory er rythmical
muscular movements of variable inten-
sity, without any painful phenomnena,
and with little or no manifestation of
fever. 1t is also a most valuable remedy
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in general convulsions, resulting from
fright, and in hysterical spasms, with
or without sexual disturbance, but attended
by frothing at the mouth, distorted fea-
tures, tremor, rythmical movements of
the limbe, and the final discharge of a
copious quantity of pale limpid urine.
Stramonium is indicated in those cases
of epilepsy in wliich the aur« takes the
form of & choking sensation in the throat,
with arrest of respiration, distorted fea-
tures, staring eyes, and dilated pupils;
or during the second stage, when, with the

return of the breathing, which is violent .

and jerky, the clonic 8pasms replace the
tonic, causing the features to work, the
eyes to roll, the teeth to grind, the jaws
to champ, and the tongue to be thrust
out and bitten, especially if the mouth is
full of bloody froth, the face pre:ents a
livid aspect, the skin breaks out into a
copious sweat as the vessels again dilate
and the heart beats vigorously, and there
is a profuse discharge of pale, bright
urine, when cousciousness returns and
the spasms cease. And as the typical
puerperal convulsion is epileptic in
character, and e¢xhibits clonic spasms of
the voluntary muscl s and of some of the invol-
untary oncs, notably those of respiration,
the consideration of this druyg is impera-
tive. Stramonium has been, likewise,
of great service in chorea, either from
menstrual troubles or pregnancy, attended
with some mental defect and emotional
excitability ; or else from fright, affecting
particu.arly the muscles of the fuce and
arms, with the characteristic twitching
and contortion of the facial muscles, the
jerking of the head, agitation of the
arms, etc., and before the whole body is
involved in the irregular contractivns
But, even then, when the moranents are
-cross-wise, the features work, the eyes
roll, the lips are drawn out, the tongue 18
thrust from the mouth, the head jerks
from side to side, the speech is impeded, the
deglutition is impaired, and the diaphragm
shares in the general commotion, with an
irregular and unequal breathing, we may
still tind in this drug a valuable anxili-
ary; and if, as some authorities have
claimed, the blowing systolic murmur heard
over the cardiac region is functional and due
to choreic spasms of the musculi papillaris

inlerfering with the closure of the mitral
valves, then, of course, we have further
evidence of its homceopathicity to the
existing disease.

In connection with the &bove affec-
tions we should consider stammering
a characteristic symptom of Stramoni-
um, often accompanied with disorder in
the movements of the respiratory mus-
cles, and due to an original or accidental
trouble of that part of the nervous cen-
tre which presides over the motility,
either of the tongue alone, or of the
tongue and muscles of the face, for in
some cases we see it associated with a
spasmodic twitching of certain muscles of
the face, a sort of facial chorea. Stammer-
ing, however, should be distinguished
from all embarrassments of speech, sympto-
matic of cerebral affections, of certain
neurosis, and of the extreme debility
resulting from long or prolonged disease,
as typhus and typhoid fever, where, by the
way, a tremulous tongue, or a difficult, hesi-
tating mode of speaking, resembling stam-
mering, as we see under this drug, are
very unfavorable signs. Aphasia is
given in the books as having been both
produced and cured by Stramonium,
and though we are not prepared to reject
this arsertion, it may be conveniently
stated here, that aphasia, properly so-
called, consists in an inability to express
toughts by words, (or writing), due to the
fact that the centre of verbal expressions
ceases to transmit the words, as in the
normal state, but it i8 not a paralysis of
the organs (muscles of the tongue and of
the lipe) subservient to-the act of articulation.
1t is usually associated with hemiplegia, but
may ocuir as a tempory symptom after
some right sided convulsion, and less
frequently in typhoid fever, variola,
puerperal infection, and migraine (Char-
cot) Itisinsome of those mechanical
difficulties in articulation, with no
trouble in understanding oral and written
communications, where we may antici-
pate goud results from the use of this
drug, especially in those cases in which
the patient is able to speak, but the
words are thick and the pronunciation
is imperfect; or in those in which the
arrested speech is associated with defect-
ive movements of the tongue and difficult
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deglutition, and the patient, though una
ble to u!ter a word, makes the greatest
efforts to speak. I cherish the belief,
that in a case of this kind, in which the
almost spasmodic efforts to speak tarmi-
nated in a forced langhter or weeping,
Stramonium relieved the distressing
condition.

This drug has been recommended in
paralysis accompanied by or remain-
ing after ccnrulsions, or apoplexy, or when
attended by disturbances of the special
senses and of the intellectual functions,
in consequence of a sudden retrocession of an
acute rash. of a sudden mental or moral
shock, or of a sudden arrcst of the secretions
and excrelions But where it has been
found more frequently useful is in par-
alytic condition of the vocal cords
(high, squeaking, or hoarse and croaking
voice), and of the bladder (over d'sten-
tion, the urine dribbles away slowly and
feebly).

In nymphomania, puerperal or
menstrual, with outbursts of violence,
Stramonium has provéd likewise use-
ful.
life, called menopause, all the moral
causes of a depressive character reach
their highest degree of action, and either
from the plethora resulting from the sup-
pression of the menses, or under the
influence of the anzmia brought about
by the abnndant losses of blood, we often
witness the development of sensorial
disturbances or mental phenomena indi-
cative of this drug.

By the study of the resplrau)ry group
we can easily understand how this drug
has proved so efficacious in certain forms
of asthma and whooping-cough.

While painlessness is an almost
constant -attendant of the ailments in

which Stramoniium has proved cura-.

tive, however, its power to mitigate the
terrible paing of tumors and abscesses
cannot be gainsaid, and this is particu-
larly the case in the stage of suppuration
of hip disease.

Finally, this remedy should be stud-
ied in adynamic fevers, with snoring,
frantic delirium, or suppressed urine;
in the suppression of urine, without
pain or discomfort, or eccuring after
miscarriage or labor; in the early stages

During that culminating period of

of locomotor ataxia; in the persisting
dribbling of urine of elderly women
who have had many children; in mea-
sles and scarlatina, when the eruption
is delayed or suppressed and a raving
delirium supervenes; in facial erysip-
elas, with involvement of the brain and
adynamia; in obstinate constipation,
or painless, dark, cadaverous diarrheea;
in hemoptysis, with spasmodic cough-
ing fits; in metrorrhagia, with clotty
losses or jerky stream; in menorrha-

. gia, with drawing in the thighs and

sensorial excitement; and in the bad
effects from fright, or from prolonged
drinking.

According to HEeiNigke, Stramo-
nium is suitable as a curative remedy:
in cases which are of recent origin, and
set in with violent symptoms; which
may be assigned to primary affections of
the brain; which are charactorized by
the combination ot distinetly observable
psychical disturbances with the morbid
‘phenomena of the bodily sphere; in
which the (conscious) imitation and
combination of ideas of various domains
as well as the impulse for intended mo-
tions, have been withdrawn from the
control of conscious, free volition; in
which the involuntary motions show a
certain rythmus; in which convulsive
motions with aphasia set in amid but
slightly disturbed consciousness; in
which, during delirium, a rapid change
of ideas, with regard to their contents
takes place, so that we observe the suc-
‘cession from laughing to weeping, from
joy to sadness, from hilarity to timidity,
and timid fright, without immediate
transition in their extremes.

With the analysis of Stramonium
we have finished the study of a very
important group eof remedies, whicb,
though having many similar traits and
operating upon almost the same parts,
they differ considerably as to intensity
and ohardcter of action, and it behooves
us now to present our readers on the
following pages, the differential analysis
of the said group, in order to show their
points of difference and their respective
leading features.
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10 THE INTERNATIONAL BRIEF.

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.

-HEMORRHAGIC VARICLA,

(variola nigra), i the most malignant vari-
ety of small-pox, death often occuring
before the specific eruption has time to
develop, or before its character can be
recognized. In its early form (before
the eruption), it is a true hemorihage of
the skin, with extended ecchymoses, epi
staxis, hamatemesis, hamaturia, bleeding
Srom the gums, and extreme agitatior and
dyspneea ; usually ending in death by
asphyxia, from the third to the fifth day.
——The tardy form (in the course of
the eruption), is less fatal and recovery is
possible. It is char:cterized by hemor-
rhage into the pustule, but bleeding from the
mucous surfaces, and extreme agitation and
dyspneea are also present. The pocks
fade away, grow faint and shrivel, the
inflammatory circle and swelling of the
suhjacent tissues disappear, and finally,

a black hemorrhagic spot dcrelops at their

base, which coalesce to form large ecchy-
mosis. A cyanotic face and cold extremeties
announce the impending asphyxia. This
form is favored by alcoholism and the
puerperal state, and in both forms (early
and tardy), the mind remains clear, up
to death.

VARIOLOID,

(modified small-pox). essenﬁiall y occurs after -

raccination, probably from incomplete
protection, or decline of its influence,
but under this name are included those
cases of variola, which, mild or severe,
discrete or confluent, do not pass through
the stage of suppuration, and consequently
are unattended by secondary fever and
swelling of the face and hands. [t isan
abortive form, whose evolution only com-
prises three stages: invasion, eruption and

desiccation——The invasion is identical -

to that of variola, mild or severe : chills,
fever of rapid ascent, headache, lumbar pain,
vomiting, etc.——-The eruption generally
comes out at the end of the fourth day,
does not last long, and may be arrested
at the papular stage, but usually it passes

through the stages of papule and vesicle, with- -
out suppurating, or suppurating very -

little. Defervescence is complete and defi-

nitive —The stage of desiccation
begins from the fith to the seventh day,
and is very short, the pocks drying rapidly
into horny scabs and falling off, without
leaving permanent scars —— The (fotat
duration of the illness seldom exceeds
two weeks ——It should not be con-
founded with variéella, which is not
inoculable. The prodromic hyperamic
rash is more frequently the forerunner
of varioloid than of variola ——Varioloid
is not always a benign affection, for some
cases are very severe and inay prove
fatal. It 18 also contagious and can trans-
mit variola, even in its most malignant
form. .

Leading
Indications for Variola.

Invasion.—Bell. meets well the
initial fever, with its cerebral depression,
moist, pungent skin, cutaneous hyperz-
mia, throbbing arteries, headache; back-
ache and vomiting, especially if the pro-
dromal scarlatinoid rash develops; or in
children who become drowsy, squint and
grind the teeth, showing tendency to con-
vulsion, or if delirium supervenes and per-
sists.——Acon. should only be thought
of when the fever is attended by a hot,
dry skin, full, hounding pulse, increased
respiration, and much restlessness and men-
tal anxiety.——Bryo. covers many of the
premonitory symptoa s, such as languor,
stupefaction, heaviness of limbs, constipation,
headache, backache, and shunning of all
motion.——Puls. may be required in
those cases with & morbilliform prodromal
rash, oculo-nasal catarrh and evening
aggravation———Verat. vir. when the
fever is attended by intense arterial excite-
ment, very rapid pulse, throbbing arteries,
mental confusion, Jactntatlou, jnausea,
vomiting, and great prostration, espe-
cially if pulmonary congestlon is impend-
ing or convulsions supervene —Verat.
alb. when there.is long continued vomiting,
followed by fainting, dyspnca and col-
lapse —Bapt. produces rashes like
those of measles and urticaria, and may be
.indicated. in prodromal mamfe&tauons of
‘this character, if there is- much mental
dulluess, 1anguor,_and prostratlon, with
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or without fetid diarrhcca——Stram.
should be given in preference to Bell.,
if a scarlatinoid rash develops, the initial
fever persists, the variolous eruption delays
and a wild delirium follows.—— Ant.
tart. is called for at this early stage, if
with the intense headache and backache
we have a dry, teaging cough, or troublesome
vomiting, followed by drowsiness and
great prostration.——Gels., however, is
the leading remedy of the invasion stage, for
none covers better its nervous phenom-
ena, and if, as it has been claimed, the
intense rachialgia, with or without shoot-
ing pains down the limbs, and fleeting
paraplegia, is due to spinal congestion, or
consecutive myelitis, its usefulness be-
comes very obvious. The initial fever of
° true variola moreover is usually attended
by creeping chills, restlessness, anxiety,
confugsion of head, headache, languor,
and loss of muscular power, all charac-
teristic indications of the remedy, which
also produces an erythematous or papu-
lar eruption similar to that of measles,
and some of the ocular and faucial
symptoms of the eruptive stage.——The
attenuated lymph of the small-pox (vari-
olinum), of the cow-pox (vaccininum),
and of the horse-pox vesicle (malandri-
num), have been used almost empiri-
cally, and the same may be said of sarra-
cenia, but all have their warm supporters
and clinical experience seems to have
confirmed some of their claims.
Eruptive Stage.—Ant.tart. when
applied to the skin produces an eruption
successively papular, vesicular and pustular,
a fact that has given the remedy a prom-
inent place in the treatment of variola,
but as this is only a local effect incapable
of propagation from existing foci, and
which readily stops, when the applica-
tion is withdrawn, I think the remedy is
- better suited to those cases of delayed
or repelled eruption, with convulsions, or
asphyctic symptoms, and to broncho-pulmo-
ary complications.—— Merc. is the remedy
I have always depended upon during the
sccondary fever, for it has the power to
control suppuration and its attending
phenomena. It coversthe involvement
of the mucous snrfaces, conjuctiva, and
glands, especially the ptyalism, admira-
bly, and is our main resort when hema-

turia or dysentery complicates the case.
I have used merc. cya. when there was
intense inflammation of the conjunctiva
and nasopharyngeal space, with much
salivation.——Arsen. is indicated in ady-
namic cases, with or withont jactitation or
diarrhcea, especially if the pustules sink,
their areola grow livid and petechiz develop;
also in septic forms, with marked rigors,
laborious breathing, anguish, nocturnal
inquietude, and colliquative diarrhcea.
——Rhus. tox. may be required when
the eruption shrinks, becomeslivid, filled
with blood, and the typhoid state super-
venes, with dry toogue, sordes, restless
muttering, and . dark bloody slools.——
Apis. when there is infense swelling of the
Jace and limbs, deep involvement of the
throat, and stinging, burning pains; orin
receding eruption, with short breath, in-
quietude and scanty urine —- Camph.
when the pustules suddenly sink, the swell-
ing disappears, and collupse supervenes.
——Bryon. when the eruption develops
slowly, or suddenly recedes, with petech-
ize, difficult breathing, or inflammatory
localization in the chest ——Bapt. when
the pocks come out thickly upon the palatine
arch, tonsils and uvule, and are tardy on
the skin, with fetid breath, putrid sore
mouth, salivation, and exbausting, oflen-
sive diarrhoca.—— Hydras. when there
is great rediess, swlling and painfulness of
the skin, with rawness and ulceration of
the mouth and pharynx —— Carb. veg.
when the eruption assumes a livid hue,
and the patient sinks into a death-like
asthenia, with asphyctic phenomena. ——
Canth. in improperly developed erup-
tion, with dysuria and bloodu urine, espe-
cially if the patient sinks into stupor,
with occasional twitches of the hands.
——Kali. bich. when there is intense
inflammation ot the ccnjunctiva and cor-
nea, as well as of the naso-pharyngeal and
laryngeal mucosa, with cedema, rawness,
lachrymation, photophobia, coryza,
sticky saiivation, cough, hoarseness, and
oppressed breathing.——Arum. triph.
when the mnose and mouth ‘are deeply
involved, with ichorous, excoriating cory-
za, raw, burning tongue, cracked, bleed-
ing lips, profuse ealivation, and hoarse-
ness.——Stram. when the pharynx is
deeply affected, causing dyspagia and



12 THE INTERNATIONAL BRIEF.

spasms of the cesophagus.——X,aches.
when the pustules turn yellow livid, or
dark blebs form, from bloody serum
within, orin septic forms, with trembling,
fainting and prostration.—— Phosph. in
variola negra, with bleeding from the
mucous surfaces, extreme agitation and
dyspnoea; or in frequent fainting from
cardiac changes or in pulmonary complica-
tions.——Phos. acid. when the vesicles
do not fill with pus, but degenerate into
large blebs, leaving the surface excoriated,
after bursting.——Verat. alb. when the
eruption is tardy, or turns livid, with con-
vulsions, or fainting spells and collapse.
——Amm. carb. when there is tendency
lo gangrenous ulceration, or hemorrhages
from the mucous surfaces.—— Secal.
when the pustules either fill up with bloody
serum, or dry up too soon, with spasmodic
twitchings, or thick, dark, bloody urine.
——S8ulph. if the eruption tends to disap-
pear, and becomes black or purple; or if
the vesicles fill with pale, bloody serum.
——Opium when the eruption suddenly
retrocedes. and sopor, or coma set in.——
Silic. when the suppurative process ex
hausts the patient, and desiccation delays

Desiccation Stage. —Sulphur
should be given, if other remedies are
not better indicated, as soon as the offen-
sive odor emanates from the patient; it
relieves the tormenting itching and prevents the
usual sequelz——Apis. may be required
if the cellular tisrue mortifies and the
scabs readily drop--— Hepar. if boils
or abscesses form ——Kali-sulph. is
said to hasten the falling of the scabs.
Secal. is indicated, when desiccation
occurs too early.——Apis., Bell., and
Form-rufa have been recommended for
the unbearable ilching of the desiccating
pustules.

Complications of Variola.
Special Indications.

Fur cedema of the glottis, consult
ars., lach., jod., merc——For pysemia,
ars , lach , phos., &il ——For cutaneous
asphyxia, curb. v., cupr , laur., hydr. ac.,
tabac ; with mucous rales, ant. t ——For
pleuro - pulmonary inflammations,
bryo., ant t., phos. —— For purulent
ophthalmia, ars., merc., hep., k. bich., apis.,

phos ; with corneal localization, hep., k.
bich., merc., arg. n., 8il., sulph ——For
putrid, ulcerative oral mucitis, ars.,
merc ¢, merc cya., amm c., arum., hydras ,
mur. ac ——For inflammation of sali-
vary glands, merc. c., merc. cya, merc.
jod ; if suppurative, cist, hep, lach, nit.
ac, sil, sulph ; if ulcerative, ars, merc.,
phos., sil.— For glossitis, apis, ars,
merc., canth, hep, lach, nit. ac., stram,
sulph ——For purulent otitis, ars ,merc.,
hep , sulph., cist.. elaps , k. bich , psorin., nit.
ac., sil , thuj.; with caries ot the ossicule,
asar., hep., nit. ac., 8il., thuyj.—For ne-
crotic laryngitis, arg. n., ars, caust., k.
bich , merc ,'mere. biniod , nit ac., hep., jod.,
phos., k. jod., kreos., sulph ——For paral-
ysis of vocal cords, caust., phos, gels., .
am. caust , werc., cupr., bell., spong , etram.
——For ulcerative colitis, merc. c.,
canth., arg. n, coloc., colch , apis., ars., k.
bich , rhus., alum , lach , phos , bapt., sulph.,
thromb.——For putrid diarrhcea, arn.,,
bapt., lach., ars., phos., carb, v., kreos., chin ,
hep., merc , apis., nit, ac., phos. ac., rhus.,
scc., 8il, puls., sulph, thuj——For peri-
carditis, acon , ars., arn , dig., bell , brom ,
bryo , cact , kalm., k. carb., lach., phos., spig.,
sulph ; with serous effusion, bryo., apis.,
canth., dig., ars., jod , seneg , kalm., asclep.,
apocyn.; complicated with pneumonia,
jod., tart e., phos.——For endocarditis,
acon.. cact, acka., dig., gels., glono., lach.,
naja., phos., spig.. sulph., verat, v.; with
valvular le.ions, ars., aur,, bism, cann.,
crotal.,, dig, kalm., plumb., spig., rhus.,
lauroc., spong——For myocarditis,
acon., ars., asclep., cact, dig., gels., glon.,
kalm., lach.,naja . puls., phos., spong., sulph.,
verat. v.; with syncope, ars, ipec., verat a.;
if prolonged, naja.——For intense rachi-
algia, gels, bell., rhus., ars, ipec., merc.,
phos ; with acute darting pains down the
limbs and fleeting paraplegia, gels.——
For synovitis, bryo, apis, bell., merc.,
puls., sil ; with typhpoid symptoms, rhus.
——For parotitis, baryt, hep., rhus., bell.,
merc., merc j.; when suppurating, ars. jod ,
phos., sil.; when malignant, ars., ars, j.,
lach., anthr., crotal., kreos., rhus; when
indurated, bar. jod., calc, carb.v, coni.,
jod., clem., k. card., sil——For cervical
adenitis, bell, ars j., jod., rhus., merc.j ,
phos., sil., sulph.——For erysipelatous
inflammation, apis., canth., rhus., bell.,
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lach., sulph,; if phlegmonous, ars., bell,
lach , mere., rhus.; of the face, apis, canth., -
como ; if edematous, apis., rhus, ars,
hell., mere., sulph ; if gangrenous, anthr.,
ars., lach., carb. v.——For orchitis, aur .,
puls., coni., clem., merc , nit. ac ; with indu-
rations, aur., coni., jod——For paren-
chymatous nephritis, ars., canth , tereb.,
phos., apis., merc., plunb.——For dropsy,
apis., ars., hell., dig , apocy., seneg.; hydro-
pericardium, apis, ars., lach.——For
peripheral neuritis, acon., apis., arg.
n., arn., ars., gels., plumb , phos., rhus., sec.,
zine.—— For paraplegia, cocc., colch.,
gels., nuz. v., rhus. phos., oxa. ac.
Moreover, for low forms of delir-
ium, consult hyos., bryo., thus., ars.; with
general torpor, hell., opi, hyos , phos.;——
for the typhoid state, bapt., hyos , rhus.,
gels , ars , phos., phos. ac., mur, ac., hell,
opi., sulph.,——for coma, opi, hell;—
for early adynamia, ars., bapt., phos.;
——for sudden prostration, ars, verat.
a, camph.;——for convulsions, bell,
gels., cupr., stram., veral. v., zinc ;—for
asphyctic phenomena, ant. t., carb. v.,
cupr., laur , hydr. ac.;——for hemorrha-
ges, phos., crotal., nit, ac., am. c., ham.,

ipec.; from the kidneys, canth.;——for
gastricismus, with constant nausea,
ipec ; with vomiting, ars, ant c., phos;
with constipation, bdryo., nux. v, sulph,
phos., opi.; with diarrheea, puls., sulph.,
ipec, ars.;—for umbearable itching,
apis., form rufa, sulph.

As to the sequelze, consult:——for
ophthalmia, ars, merc, hep, k. bich.,
phos., euphr., sulph.;——for gangrene
of the mouth, ars., kreos., lach ;——of
the extremeties, sec.;——for orchitis,
puls., clem ,merc ,nit. ac, bell.; with indu-
ration, aur., coni ; ——for ovaritis, apis.,
bell , lach., coni., bryo , canth , stuph , thuj ,
lac. ¢ ,——for boils or abscesses, apis.,
hep , il , arn., sulph , phos ; for bone dis-
ease, sil., phos., staph, asef., aur, cale.,

merc., 8till ;——for hypergesthesia of

the skin, apis., ars., bell, hyos.;——for
loss of memory, ancc, zinc.;,——for
deafness, hyos., gels, merc,, sulph ;——
for insomnia, coff’, hyos. gels, mosch ;
with great nocturnal inquietude, ars ;——
for diarrheea, arn., phos, ars, hep., sil,
sec; if bloody, rhus., merc.;— —for great
debility, chin, ars, phos ac., nua. v.

MOUTH HYGIENE.

Modern physical culture prescribes
the frequent cleansing of the surfaces of
such members or organs-as are accessible
for ablutory or other suitable bygienic
processes. The surfaces of the oral
organs, as the lips, teeth, gums, tongue,
palate, and fauces, are prcbably more
neglected even by people of preten-
tiously cleanly habits than is desirable
on the score of mere decency, to say
nothing of health, comfort, personal pro-
priety and social sanitation.

When one considers the tri-daily in-
gestion and. mastication of foods in every
variety of surface-soiling qualities, and
reflects upon the concluding lickings by
the marvelously mobile and accomoda-
ting tongue, there comes a clear convic-
tion that the requirements of cultivated
cleanliness have not been met and should
not be satisfied by wiping the exterior
of the lips with a dry napkin, and the
finger bowl ablution of the far less soiled

fingers. To be sure there is the tooth-
pick occasional adjunct for the removal
of the grosser portions of food lodged
between the teeth, but the cominon
experience of the most cultured classes
may be cited against the prevalence of a
habit of post food ingested mouth clean-
sing. Yet what shall be said when an
appeal is taken to a higher court than
tLe mouth, and judgment is given by the
nose, for alas! mouth breathing is so
frequent, and the act of speaking sends
such a flood of odor-gathering air over
the oral surfaces that the last vestige of
doubt is carried away, and the verdict is
inevitable—unclean! unclean!

1t is manifestly within the profes-
sional province to prescribe proper pro-
cesses and means for the correct clean-
sing of the oral cavity and its contents
immediately after every repast. The
simplest and best means is hot water,
and the simplest method is the provision
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of a cup of water as hot as can be taken
without scalding for the final act of
deglutition, accompanied by thorough
rinsing of the mouth

There is a hint of this process in the
after-dinner cup of coffee, which has also
a ccunterpart in soup as a first course of
hot water for the preliminary cleansing
of the organs of taste and digestion.
Indeed disordered digestion is occasion-
ally corrected by the prescription of a
matutinal glass of hot water. Even now
the morning use of a tooth brush with
pure soap and water, or a pyrozone (3 per
cent.) mouth wash, or dentifrice, for the
removal of stagnant mucous or other oral

deposits, has becon.e somewhat custom-
ary, and thould be tupplemented by the
like process prior to taking rest in sleep.
In fact there seems no reason for main-
taining clean hands or faces not equally
applicable to the insurance of habitually
clean mouths. Every consideration isin
favor of the inculcation of this sonnd
doctrine by both precept and practice,
and the habit once generally established,
the field of the stomatologist would
become greatly restricted, and the com-
fort of living as well as the length of life
be increased. '

W. Srom;m How, D.D S.

Memorabilra.

Troubles of Digestion.

Thirst.—The morbid diminution,
and even the total absence of thirst
(edipsia), although rare, have always a
relative value for those who treat their
cases symptomatically. Hydrophobia
is not due to a diminished desire of drink-
ing, but to the fear of the spasms of the
muecles of deglutition and respiration,
caused by the attempt to drink water or
any other fluid On the other hand
excessive thirst, or insatiable desire
of drinking ( polydipsa) is frequent, and
may be the result of long talking or sing-
ing, inhalation of dust;and oral and gastric
irritation, from spicy condiments, salty food,
alcoholic drinks, or excessive smoking. But
often it is due to great loss of fluids by the
economy. a3 in Cholera, the sweating slage
of Ague, or from Dropsy or Hemorrhages.
It is symptomatic of diabetes mellitus, es-
sential polyuria, azoturia, and phosphaturia.
It is not rare in hysteria and hypochondri-
asis, and a constant attendant of poisoning
by phosphorus, mercury arsenic, belladonna
and opium.

REPERTORY.

Thirst, in general, acon., bell., ars.,
bryo., cale, caps., cham., chin, dig., eup.
perf., merc., nat. m., sec., stram, sulph.,
verat.;——insatiable (polydipsia), acon.,
ars., canth., chin., nat. m., raph., rhus., sec.,

verat. ;—burning, ars, caps, canth.,
colch. ;—— violent, drinks often, but
little at a time, ars., chin., hyos., apis.;
—— often, and much at a time, acon,
bell ,nat m.;,——large quantities, verat,
ars , sec., jatr ; at long intervals, bryo ;—
thirstlessness (adipsia), puls., apis.,
gels , tart e, Wll, meny., nuz. m., saba.,
apoc. ¢, staph , cycl., scp , coni , spig , olean.
Thirst, with dread of liquids,
stram, bell., hyos, canth., nuxr. v.;,——
thirst caused by salty food, carb. v,
nat m. ars., bryo , nit. spir.,—— by spicy
food, nw..,r.. chin , ars., nat. m., cina ;——
by alcoholic drinks, nux. v, stram,
ars., lach , hep., carb. v, opi , olean ;——by
the abuse of tobacco, nur. v, puls,
sulph , phos., arn , ars ;--—by great loss
of vital fluids, chin., ars., apis., sec.,
verat, nux. v, jair., cham , suph., calc.,
nat. s., carb v, sep., lach., ruta., sil. (Study
also thiret in Allen’s Intermitten Fever )

NOTICE.

OUR ADVERTISING RATES.

$120 for one page, 12 timesin English
and 12 times in Spanish.——$G0 for half
page, 12 times in English and 12 times in
No such inducements were
ever offered by any Periodical.

Spanith.
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READ AND DIGEST.

BIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION ON THE TOXIC EFFECTS OF
INFINITESIMAL QUANTITIES OF METALLIC SALTS.

FROM THE NEwW YORK THERAPEUTIC REVIEW.

Within a very few vears most inter-
esting researches have bz2en conducted

upon the effects of water containing in-

finitesi-ral amounts of tnxic salts upon
the growth of some of the lower vege-
table organisma.

Loew and Rokorny ’s researches upon
the reaction of living protoplasm in the
presence of nitra‘e of silver were the
starting point of these studies. Raullin
succeerded in showing that nitrate of sil-
ver in the proportion of one part in
1,600,000 parts of water wou'd inhibit
the growth of Arpergillus Niger, and
still further, discovered that this organ-
ism would not live in water placed with-
in a silver vessel although no silver can
be detected in the flnid with the most
sens’tive reagents. Carl von Negeli, the
late distinguished botanist, was led to
pursue these clues still further, and,

“afrer his death, a paper was found among
his effects which reveals the most as-
tounding facts. His pupils have gone
over these experiments again and ascer-
tained their accuracy.

Neegeli’s first studies revealed the
fact that in the presence of the most
diluted solution of nitrate of silver, the
filaments of Spirogyra could not live.
But he soon found that there appeared
to be two modes of death. With com-
paritively strong solutions of the ralt, the
cellular contents disappeared from the
membrane, the bands of chlorophyl
changed color, but not position, and the
cell lost its turgescence. With infinitely
diluted solutions the chlorophyl spirals
separate from the plasma, v hich remains
in place, they become shorter, agglomer-
ate, and the cells maintain their turges-
cence. Negeli decided that in the first
death was due to a chemical action,
while in the second it occured throuvgh
the action of some hitherto unknown
force. which he termed oligodynamia.
His results are well described as stupefy-
ing. He found that death occured in
three or four minutes in a solution of

1-1,000,000,000,000,000. In such a solu-
tion there could not be more than one or
two molecules of the ralt to each litre.
Was the distilled water itself at fault?
No, for within it the spirogyra thrived.
Corrosive sublimate gave even more pro-
nounced results; the organism died in a
solatiomn of 1-1 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000. This conld contain but a trillionth
of a molecule in a litre. 1le endeavored
to find what other factors could hring
about such an unexpected result. Gases»
the nitrous acid which is sometimes
found in appreciable amount in the
water of Munich, were all incriminated,
and other waters were employved, but
the results still remained. He then
endeavored to discover what substances
could render water toxic, and which ones
could impair or remove this toxic or
oligodynatnic condition Ile discovered
that many substances, hitherto reputed
insoluble in water, such as the metals
gold, silver, copper, iron, mercury, lead
and zinc, by their meie presence in
wa'er. possessed this property. He was
able, by employing gold coins placed in
vessels of water, to vary the amount of
toxic force according to the number of
coins placed in the water, and to the
time during w hich they remained there.
The next step in h's investigation re-
vealed the fact that this oligodynamic
power could be destrryed by adding to

‘the water powdery substances such as

flour, cellulose, soot, or fibres of silk,
wool, etc. Further still, he discovered
that toxic water hecame mneutral if a
sufficient number of the organisms were
placed in it. The first ones died rapidly,
while it took longer to kill the others,
and finally a point was reached at which
they bhegan to thrive It was also seen
that different forms of Spirogyra ap-
peared to be more easily affected than
others. The S. Orthospira was quite
resistant, whereas others were very fee-
ble. The 8. Nitida is weaker in the
morning than in the evening, etc.
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Miscellany.

For obvious reasons we were com-
pelled to leave for our April number, the
promised paper on Measles, which will
be followed later by another on Scarlet
Fever. Our next Analytic Study will be
on Aconitum.

This number of TiE INTERNATIONAL
Brier contains our first Differential Anal-
ysis of the first group of remedies already
studied, and we beg our friends to give
us their sincere opinion about the work.

We recommend highly the careful
perusal of the paper found in the colums
of this Journal, entitled “ Biological Inves-
tigation on the toxic effects of infinitesimal
quantities of Metallic Salts,” taken from
the last number of the New York Thera-
peulic Review (old school).

We have received the first number
of the sister publication of THE INTER-
NATiONAL Brier, called Eu ComPENDIO
INTERNACIONAL, which at once reveals
the care and skill displayed by our Mex-
ican associates, not only in the arrange-
ment, but in the translation of the mat-
ter. We have mailed the same to our
Spanish subscribers on the other side of
the Atlantic.

We have also received, from our
friend Dr. J. Gonzalez, the report for
February last, of The Mexican Na-
tional Homceeopathic Hospital, pre-
pared for us by the able and painstaking
Dr.J. Segura y Pesado, and which we are
sorry not to give in full for want of space.
Said report shows the following general
results.

Patients in the Hospital on the last

day of January, . . 41
Patients admitted in February, 51 92

by request, 9

Patients discharged {unproved 14

cured, 19

Deaths, (Chronic Bronchitis, Chronic
Enteritis, Typhus Fever,) . 3 45
Remaining in the Hospital on the
last day of February, . 47

In order to make our offer to mem-
bers of graduating classes ’95 good, we
request the Deans of the Homceopathic
Medical Colleges of the country to fur-
nish us with a copy of the respective
announcements, 8o as to be able to find
out who those members are.

BY REQUEST.

Annual Re-union of the Alumni Asso-
ciation of the Hahnemann Medical
College, Philadelphia, Thurs-
day, May ad, 1895.

The Alumni Association of the Hahneman
Medical College, Philadelphia, requests the plea-
sure of the company of the Alumni of the College
at its annual Re-union and Banquet, on Thurs-
day, May 2d, 189s.

The Business Meeting will convene at 4 30
P. M., in Alumni Hall, Hahuemann Medical Col-
lege, Broad Street above Race, Philadelphia, and
the Banquet will be held at 10 P. M., at ‘' The
Stratford,” corner Broad and Walnut Sts, :

The Trustees and Faculty of the College
extend a cordial invitation to all the members of
the Alumni and their friends to attend the Forty-
seventh Annual Commencement, to be held on
the same evening, at 8 o’clock, at the Academy of
Music, Broad and Locust Sts., Philadelphia.

Banquet cards can be secured from any offi- °
cer of the Association, at $3 so each. The cards
being limited to two hundred, the committee
cannot guarantee to furnish any applied for after
May 1st, 1895. If members wish to be present at
the Banquet they can secure a place by uotnfymg
the Secretary.

W. W. VAN BAUM, M. D., Sec’y,
419 Pine St., Philad’a, Pa.

BOOK REVIEW.

We have reviewed with care and
interest The Accoucheur’s Emergency Man-
ual by the able and assiduous Dr. W. A.
Yingling, of Kansas, and we felt on going
over its pages, pregnant with useful indi-
cations, that this pocket manual belongs
to the class of books we like to have
within reach, in cases of emergency, It
is surely destined to accomplish a great
deal of good, and should be in the hands
of all those who believe in the efficacy of
the similimum. Neatly bound, in flexible
leather, with broad clear type, untiring
to the searching eye; can be obtained
from the publishers, Boericke & Tafel, at
the price of $1.25 net, or $1.30 by mail.
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